
Participle Clauses:
Present Participle for Reason, Time & Result

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  ___ for the bus, I noticed a strange man across the street.
a) Waiting b) Waited
c) To wait d) Wait

2.  ___ tired after the long journey, he went straight to bed.
a) To feel b) Felt
c) Feels d) Feeling

3.  The car hit a tree, ___ three passengers.
a) injured b) injuring
c) to injure d) having injured

4.  ___ the door quietly, she tiptoed into the room.
a) To open b) Opened
c) Opening d) Opens

5.  ___ what to say, he remained silent.
a) Not known b) Not to know
c) Didn't know d) Not knowing

6.  He sat by the window, ___ the rain fall.
a) watching b) watched
c) to watch d) watches

7.  While ___ dinner, I heard a strange noise outside.
a) cooked b) cooking
c) to cook d) cook

8.  She walked out of the meeting, ___ the door loudly.
a) slammed b) to slam
c) slamming d) slams

9.  Before ___ home, make sure you lock all the doors.
a) left b) to leave
c) leave d) leaving

10.  The heavy rain continued for days, ___ severe flooding across the region.
a) caused b) to cause
c) causes d) causing

11.  ___ by the loud noise, the baby started crying.
a) Frightened b) Frightening
c) To frighten d) Frighten
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12.  ___ from a great height, the building looks tiny.
a) Seeing b) Seen
c) To see d) See

13.  ___ in a hurry, she forgot her umbrella.
a) Was b) Is
c) Being d) Been

14.  After ___ the report, she sent it to her boss.
a) finishing b) finished
c) to finish d) finish

15.  ___ with care, these plants will last for years.
a) Treating b) To treat
c) Treat d) Treated

16.  ___ the good news, she called her parents immediately.
a) Heard b) Hearing
c) To hear d) Hears

17.  The children ran out of school, ___ and laughing.
a) shouted b) to shout
c) shouting d) shout

18.  ___ in simple English, the book is easy to understand.
a) Writing b) To write
c) Written d) Writes

19.  She ran down the street, ___ for help.
a) calling b) called
c) to call d) calls

20.  ___ by the teacher's words, she decided to study harder.
a) Inspiring b) Inspired
c) To inspire d) Inspires
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Answers
1. a) Waiting
2. d) Feeling
3. b) injuring
4. c) Opening
5. d) Not knowing
6. a) watching
7. b) cooking
8. c) slamming
9. d) leaving
10. d) causing
11. a) Frightened
12. b) Seen
13. c) Being
14. a) finishing
15. d) Treated
16. b) Hearing
17. c) shouting
18. c) Written
19. a) calling
20. b) Inspired
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Explanations
1. “Waiting” (a)

Use the present participle 'Waiting' to describe what you were doing at the time you noticed the man. The -ing
clause expresses a simultaneous action.

2. “Feeling” (d)
'Feeling tired' is a present participle clause expressing the reason he went to bed. Use -ing to show the cause of
the action in the main clause.

3. “injuring” (b)
Use 'injuring' after a comma to express the result of the main action. The -ing clause shows the consequence:
the car hit a tree, and as a result three passengers were injured.

4. “Opening” (c)
'Opening' describes the first of two sequential actions. Use the present participle when one short action
immediately leads to another.

5. “Not knowing” (d)
'Not knowing' is a negative present participle clause expressing the reason he remained silent. To negate a
participle clause, place 'not' before the -ing form.

6. “watching” (a)
'Watching' after a comma describes a simultaneous action — what he was doing while sitting by the window.

7. “cooking” (b)
After the conjunction 'while,' use the -ing form. 'While cooking' = 'While I was cooking.' The conjunction makes
the time relationship explicit.

8. “slamming” (c)
'Slamming' after a comma describes an action that happened at the same moment as the main action. The -ing
form links the two actions naturally.

9. “leaving” (d)
After the conjunction 'before,' use the -ing form. 'Before leaving' = 'Before you leave.' This is a standard pattern
with time conjunctions.

10. “causing” (d)
'Causing' after a comma expresses the result of the main action. The present participle clause shows the
consequence of the heavy rain.

11. “Frightened” (a)
Use the past participle 'Frightened' because the baby was frightened (passive meaning). 'Frightening' would
mean the baby was frightening others, which reverses the meaning entirely.

12. “Seen” (b)
Use the past participle 'Seen' because the building is being seen (passive meaning). 'Seeing' would mean the
building is doing the seeing, which doesn't make sense.

13. “Being” (c)
'Being in a hurry' is a present participle clause expressing the reason. Use 'Being' + adjective/noun to show a
state that explains the main action. 'Was' and 'Is' are finite verbs that cannot begin a participle clause.
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14. “finishing” (a)
After the conjunction 'after,' use the -ing form. 'After finishing' = 'After she finished.' This pattern is common with
time conjunctions like after, before and while.

15. “Treated” (d)
Use the past participle 'Treated' because the plants are treated (passive). The clause expresses a condition: 'If
they are treated with care.' 'Treating' would mean the plants are treating something.

16. “Hearing” (b)
'Hearing' describes the action that happened just before calling. She heard the news and immediately called her
parents. The present participle shows the trigger for the main action.

17. “shouting” (c)
'Shouting and laughing' after a comma describes the manner of the main action — how the children ran out.
Present participles express simultaneous accompanying actions.

18. “Written” (c)
Use the past participle 'Written' because the book was written (passive). The clause means 'Because it is written
in simple English.' 'Writing' would mean the book is writing something.

19. “calling” (a)
'Calling' after a comma describes what she was doing while running — a simultaneous action. The -ing form links
the two actions happening at the same time.

20. “Inspired” (b)
Use the past participle 'Inspired' because she was inspired (passive meaning). The clause means 'Because she
was inspired by the teacher's words.' 'Inspiring' would mean she was inspiring others.
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