
Relative Clauses:
Advanced Defining Clauses: Whom & Prepositions

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  The colleague ___ I share an office with is very tidy.
a) whose b) which
c) who d) where

2.  The colleague with ___ I share an office is very tidy.
a) whom b) who
c) which d) whose

3.  The house in ___ I grew up has been demolished.
a) where b) that
c) whom d) which

4.  The manager to ___ I reported the problem was very understanding.
a) who b) which
c) whom d) whose

5.  The chair on ___ you are sitting is an antique.
a) whom b) whose
c) where d) which

6.  The person ___ you should speak to is the head of department.
a) where b) who
c) which d) whose

7.  The reason for ___ she resigned is still unclear.
a) that b) whom
c) which d) whose

8.  He is not someone ___ I would trust with my money.
a) whom b) whose
c) which d) where

9.  The project on ___ we have been working is nearly finished.
a) whose b) whom
c) which d) that

10.  The friends with ___ I travelled were great company.
a) who b) whom
c) which d) whose

11.  The city ___ I was born in is on the coast.
a) whom b) that
c) whose d) who
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12.  She is the candidate for ___ the committee voted.
a) whom b) who
c) which d) that

13.  The company ___ products we sell has gone bankrupt.
a) whose b) that
c) which d) whom

14.  The bed ___ I slept in was extremely uncomfortable.
a) where b) whom
c) whose d) which

15.  Is she the journalist ___ you were talking about?
a) whose b) who
c) which d) where

16.  The period during ___ he was abroad changed his life.
a) whom b) that
c) whose d) which

17.  The lawyer ___ advice I followed won the case.
a) whom b) who
c) whose d) which

18.  The tourists ___ the guide was speaking to looked confused.
a) whose b) whom
c) which d) where

19.  The topic about ___ she is writing her thesis is fascinating.
a) which b) whose
c) whom d) that

20.  The woman ___ son won the scholarship was very proud.
a) who b) whom
c) which d) whose
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Answers
1. c) who
2. a) whom
3. d) which
4. c) whom
5. d) which
6. b) who
7. c) which
8. a) whom
9. c) which
10. b) whom
11. b) that
12. a) whom
13. a) whose
14. d) which
15. b) who
16. d) which
17. c) whose
18. b) whom
19. a) which
20. d) whose
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Explanations
1. “who” (c)

Use 'who' (or 'whom/that') for people. The preposition 'with' is at the end of the clause (informal style).

2. “whom” (a)
After a preposition (with ___), use 'whom' for people in formal English. 'With whom' is the formal equivalent of
'who ... with'.

3. “which” (d)
After a preposition (in ___), use 'which' for things. Note: 'that' cannot follow a preposition directly.

4. “whom” (c)
After a preposition (to ___), use 'whom' for people. 'To whom' is the formal alternative to 'who ... to'.

5. “which” (d)
After a preposition (on ___), use 'which' for things. 'That' cannot directly follow a preposition.

6. “who” (b)
Use 'who' (or 'whom/that') for people. The preposition 'to' is at the end (informal style).

7. “which” (c)
After a preposition (for ___), use 'which' for things/abstract nouns. 'That' cannot directly follow a preposition.

8. “whom” (a)
'Whom' is the object form of 'who'. Here it is the object of 'trust'. In formal writing, 'whom' is preferred as an object
pronoun for people.

9. “which” (c)
After a preposition (on ___), use 'which' for things. 'That' cannot directly follow a preposition.

10. “whom” (b)
After a preposition (with ___), use 'whom' for people. This is a formal structure.

11. “that” (b)
Use 'that' (or 'which') for places when the preposition is at the end. Note: you could also use 'where' or 'in which'.

12. “whom” (a)
After a preposition (for ___), use 'whom' for people. 'For whom' is the formal structure.

13. “whose” (a)
Use 'whose' to show possession, even for things/companies. 'Whose products' = the company's products.

14. “which” (d)
Use 'which' (or 'that') for things when the preposition is at the end. Alternatively: 'in which I slept'.

15. “who” (b)
Use 'who' (or 'whom/that') for people. The preposition 'about' is at the end (informal). Formally: 'about whom you
were talking'.

16. “which” (d)
After a preposition (during ___), use 'which' for things/time periods. 'That' cannot directly follow a preposition.
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17. “whose” (c)
Use 'whose' for possession. 'Whose advice' = the lawyer's advice.

18. “whom” (b)
'Whom' is the formal object pronoun for people. The guide was speaking to them. Informal alternative: 'who ... to'.

19. “which” (a)
After a preposition (about ___), use 'which' for things. 'That' cannot directly follow a preposition.

20. “whose” (d)
Use 'whose' for possession. 'Whose son' = the woman's son.
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