Relative Clauses:
Which for Whole Clauses & More Pronouns

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.

10.

11.

He passed all his exams, ____ surprised everyone.
a) who b) that
¢) which d) what
My aunt, ____ house we stayed at last summer, lives in Italy.
a) who b) which
c) where d) whose
She decided to quit her job, ____ | thought was a bad idea.
a) who b) which
c) that d) what
Barcelona, ____the 1992 Olympics were held, is a popular tourist destination.
a) where b) whose
¢) which d) when
They offered me the job, ____ made me very happy.
a) that b) who
¢) which d) what
The professor, ____lectures are always packed, won a teaching award.
a) who b) whose
¢) which d) whom
1969, __ humans first walked on the Moon, was a historic year.
a) which b) where
c) whose d) when
He ate the entire cake, ___ was meant for the whole family.
a) who b) that
c) what d) which
The hotel, restaurant serves excellent seafood, is right on the beach.
a) whose b) which
c) where d) who
She refused to apologise, only made the situation worse.
a) who b) that
¢) which d) what
Edinburgh, | lived for five years, is a beautiful city.
a) when b) whose
¢) which d) where
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12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

My colleague, to ____ | lent the book, has not returned it.
a) who b) which
¢) whom d) whose

The company lost money for the third year in a row, led to major staff cuts.

a) what b) that

¢) which d) who

Christmas, families traditionally gather together, is my favourite time of year.
a) when b) which

c) where d) whose

The mayor, with ____ | spoke briefly, promised to address the issue.

a) whom b) who

¢) which d) whose

My daughter won first prize, | was extremely proud of.

a) that b) which

¢) what d) who

The school, ____ headteacher recently retired, is looking for a replacement.
a) whose b) who

¢) which d) where

Tokyo, ____ | have always wanted to visit, hosted the 2021 Olympics.

a) where b) which

c) whose d) when

He didn't thank us, ___ | found quite rude.

a) that b) who

c) what d) which

The 1960s, ____ many social changes took place, was a turbulent decade.
a) which b) when

c) where d) whose
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Answers

1. ¢) which
2. d) whose
3. b) which
4. a) where
5. ¢) which
6. b) whose
7. d) when
8. d) which
9. a) whose
10. ¢) which
11. d) where
12. ¢) whom
13. ¢) which
14. a) when
15. a) whom
16. b) which
17. a) whose
18. b) which
19. d) which
20. b) when
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Explanations

1. “which” (c)
'Which' refers to the whole clause 'he passed all his exams'. This is a key feature of non-defining clauses —
'which' can comment on an entire idea. 'That' and 'what' cannot be used here.

2. “whose” (d)
Use 'whose' for possession. 'Whose house' = my aunt's house.

3. “which” (b)
'Which' refers to the whole idea of quitting her job. 'What' and 'that' cannot be used in non-defining clauses.

4. “where” (a)
Use 'where' for places in non-defining clauses. The clause adds extra information about Barcelona.

5. “which” (c¢)
'Which' refers to the whole event (being offered the job). It comments on the entire previous clause.

6. “whose” (b)
Use 'whose' for possession. 'Whose lectures' = the professor's lectures.

7. “when” (d)
Use 'when' for times in non-defining clauses. The clause gives extra information about the year 1969.

8. “which” (d)
'Which' can refer to the cake or to the whole situation. In either reading, 'which' is the correct pronoun in a non-
defining clause.

9. “whose” (a)
Use 'whose' for possession, even for things. 'Whose restaurant' = the hotel's restaurant.

10. “which” (c)
'Which' refers to the whole clause 'she refused to apologise'. It comments on the entire idea.

11. “where” (d)
Use 'where' for places. The clause adds extra information about Edinburgh.

12. “whom” (c)
After a preposition (to ____), use 'whom' for people in formal English. This is a non-defining clause.

13. “which” (c)
'Which' refers to the whole situation of losing money. It introduces the consequence.

14. “when” (a)
Use 'when' for times/occasions. The clause adds extra information about Christmas.

15. “whom” (a)
After a preposition (with ___), use 'whom' for people. This is a formal non-defining clause.

16. “which” (b)
'Which' refers to the whole event (winning first prize). The preposition 'of' is at the end.

17. “whose” (a)
Use 'whose' for possession. 'Whose headteacher' = the school's headteacher.
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18. “which” (b)
Use 'which' because Tokyo is the object of 'visit' (I want to visit Tokyo). 'Where' would be wrong here because
'visit' is a transitive verb that takes a direct object, not a location adverb.

19. “which” (d)
'Which' refers to the whole clause 'he didn't thank us'. It introduces the speaker's comment on the situation.

20. “when” (b)
Use 'when' for time periods. The clause adds extra information about the 1960s.
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