Relative Clauses:
Defining vs Non-defining: Mixed Practice

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.

10.

11.

My brother, ___is a dentist, lives in Manchester.
a) that b) who
¢) which d) whose

The students ____ pass the exam will receive a certificate.

a) who b) which
c) whose d) where
Mount Everest, ____is the highest mountain in the world, is in Nepal.
a) where b) that

¢) which d) who
The restaurant ___ we went to last night was fully booked.
a) who b) whose
c) that d) where
My car, ____ | bought two years ago, has broken down again.
a) that b) who
¢) which d) whose

People exercise regularly tend to live longer.

a) which b) whose

c) where d) who

The Amazon rainforest, covers a vast area, is home to millions of species.
a) which b) who

c) that d) whose

Is this the book ___ you were looking for?

a) who b) that

c) whose d) where

My best friend, I have known since childhood, is getting married.
a) that b) whose

¢) which d) who

The coat ___is hanging by the door is mine.

a) whose b) who

c) where d) which

She passed her driving test first time, nobody expected.
a) which b) what
c) that d) who
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12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The hotel ___ we stayed at in Rome was right next to the Colosseum.

a) whose b) that

¢) who d) where

William Shakespeare, __ wrote Hamlet, was born in Stratford-upon-Avon.
a) who b) which

c) that d) whose

The only thing ____ matters is your health.

a) which b) who

c) that d) whose

The Mona Lisa,

hangs in the Louvre, was painted by Leonardo da Vinci.

a) that b) whose
¢) which d) who

| need someone ____ can speak French fluently.

a) which b) who
¢) whose d) where

He apologised immediately, was the right thing to do.

a) who b) that
c) what d) which
The woman ___ bag was stolen reported it to the police.
a) whose b) which
¢) who d) that
Our office, is on the tenth floor, has a wonderful view.
a) that b) which
c) where d) whose
Everything ___ he said turned out to be true.
a) which b) who
c) whose d) that
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Answers
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10. d) which
11. @) which
12.b)
13. a)
14. ¢)
15.¢)
16. )who
17.d)
18. a)
19. b)

d)

20. d) that
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Explanations

1. “who” (b)
This is a non-defining clause (commas, 'my brother' is already specific). Use 'who' — 'that' cannot be used in
non-defining clauses.

2. “who” (a)
This is a defining clause (no commas, we need to know WHICH students). 'Who' or 'that' can be used for people
in defining clauses.

3. “which” (c)
Non-defining clause (commas). Mount Everest is already identified. Use 'which' — 'that' is not allowed.

4. “that” (c)
Defining clause (no commas). The clause tells us which restaurant. 'That' or 'which' can be used, and the
pronoun could be omitted (object position).

5. “which” (c)
Non-defining clause (commas, 'my car' is already specific). Use 'which' — not 'that'. The pronoun cannot be
omitted.

6. “who” (d)
Defining clause (no commas). We need to specify WHICH people. 'Who' or 'that' can be used.

7. “which” (a)
Non-defining clause. The Amazon rainforest is already identified. Use 'which' — 'that' is not allowed.

8. “that” (b)
Defining clause (no commas). The clause identifies which book. That' or 'which' can be used, and the pronoun
could be omitted (object position).

9. “who” (d)
Non-defining clause (commas). 'My best friend' is already identified. Use 'who' (or 'whom') — 'that' is not allowed.
The pronoun cannot be omitted.

10. “which” (d)
Defining clause (no commas). The clause tells us which coat. 'Which' or 'that' can be used. The pronoun cannot
be omitted (subject position).

11. “which” (a)
Non-defining clause. 'Which' refers to the whole idea of passing first time. 'That' and 'what' cannot be used here.

12. “that” (b)
Defining clause. The clause specifies which hotel. That' or 'which' can be used, and the pronoun could be
omitted (object of 'stayed at').

13. “who” (a)
Non-defining clause (commas). Shakespeare is already identified. Use 'who' — 'that' is not allowed.

14. “that” (c)
Defining clause. After 'the only', 'that' is strongly preferred over 'which'. The clause defines what matters.
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15. “which” (c)
Non-defining clause (commas). The Mona Lisa is already identified. Use 'which' — 'that' is not allowed.

16. “who” (b)
Defining clause. The clause specifies what kind of person. 'Who' or 'that' can be used.

17. “which” (d)
Non-defining clause. 'Which' refers to the whole action of apologising. 'That' and 'what' cannot be used.

18. “whose” (a)
Defining clause. Use 'whose' for possession. 'Whose bag' = the woman's bag. The clause identifies which
woman.

19. “which” (b)
Non-defining clause (commas, 'our office' is already specific). Use 'which' — 'that' is not allowed.

20. “that” (d)
Defining clause. After 'everything', 'anything', 'nothing’, etc., 'that' is strongly preferred over 'which'.

© Interactive version available at https://english-grammar.app
May be freely copied for personal or classroom use.


https://english-grammar.app/

