Third Conditional:
Second vs Third Conditional: Present or Past Unreal?

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1. If I ___taller, | would join the basketball team. (I'm short now.)
a) were b) had been
C) am d) would be

2. Ifshe ___the bus, she wouldn't have been late for the interview. (She missed it yesterday.)

a) didn't miss b) doesn't miss
¢) wouldn't miss d) hadn't missed

3. If I spoke French, | ___ for that job in Paris. (I don't speak French.)
a) would apply b) would have applied
c) will apply d) applied

4. If we had booked earlier, we ____ better seats. (We booked late last week.)
a) would get b) would have got
c) will get d) got

5. Ifhe __ acar, he would drive to work every day. (He doesn't own a car.)
a) had had b) has
¢) had d) would have

6. Ifthey __ the warning, they wouldn't have entered the building. (They ignored it last night.)

a) had heeded b) heeded
¢) would heed d) heed
7. If1___you, | would talk to the manager about the problem. (I'm not you.)
a) had been b) am
c) were d) would be

8. If she had practised more, she ___ the competition. (The competition was last month.)

a) could win b) could have won
C) can win d) wins
9. IflI_ more free time, | would learn to play the guitar. (I'm very busy now.)
a) had had b) have
¢) would have d) had

10. Ifthe team ____ harder last season, they wouldn't have been relegated. (They were lazy.)

a) trained b) would train
c) train d) had trained
11. Ifit___ raining, we would go for a walk. (lt's raining right now.)
a) had stopped b) stops
c) stopped d) would stop
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12. If | ___ about the meeting, | would have prepared a presentation. (Nobody told me.)

a) knew b) had known
c) know d) would know
13. If she ___in a bigger city, she would have more job opportunities. (She lives in a small town.)
a) lived b) had lived
c) lives d) would live

14. If she ___the instructions carefully, she wouldn't have made so many mistakes. (She rushed through
them.)

a) reads b) had read
c) would read d) read

15. If he ___ so much coffee, he would sleep better at night. (He drinks a lot of coffee.)
a) didn't drink b) hadn't drunk
c¢) doesn't drink d) wouldn't drink

16. If they had saved more money in their twenties, they ____ retired earlier. (They spent too much.)

a) could b) can have

¢) could have d) would
17. If I ___rich, | would travel the world. (I'm not rich.)

a) had been b) am

¢) would be d) were

18. If the government ____ more in education last decade, schools would be better today.
a) invested b) would invest
C) invests d) had invested

19. Ifyou ____ more exercise, you would feel healthier. (You don't exercise much.)

a) had done b) do
c) did d) would do
20. Ifthey ___ the early flight, they would have arrived before lunch. (They took the afternoon flight.)
a) took b) had taken
c) take d) would take
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Answers

were
hadn't missed

would apply

a)
d)
a)
. b) would have got
¢) had
a) had heeded
c) were
b) could have won
. d) had
10. d) had trained

11. ¢) stopped
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12. b) had known
13. a) lived

14. b) had read

15. a) didn't drink
16. ¢) could have
17. d) were

18. d) had invested
19. ¢) did

20. b) had taken
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Explanations

. “were” (a)

This is a second conditional sentence — the speaker is talking about an imaginary present situation (being short
now). Use 'lf | were' (past simple/subjunctive), not 'If | had been' (which would be third conditional, about the
past).

. “hadn’'t missed” (d)
This is a third conditional sentence — she missed the bus yesterday (past). Use past perfect in the if-clause: 'lf
she hadn't missed'. 'Didn't miss' is past simple, used in the second conditional's if-clause for present unreal.

. “would apply” (a)
Second conditional — the speaker doesn't speak French now. The result clause uses 'would + base verb': 'l
would apply'. 'Would have applied' is third conditional and would mean a past situation.

. “would have got” (b)
Third conditional — they booked late last week (past event). The result clause uses 'would have + past
participle": 'we would have got'. 'Would get' is second conditional for present unreal.

. “had” (c)
Second conditional — he doesn't own a car now. Use past simple in the if-clause: 'lf he had'. 'Had had' is past
perfect and would make this third conditional (about the past).

. “had heeded” (a)
Third conditional — they ignored the warning last night (past). Use past perfect: 'If they had heeded'. Simple past
'heeded' would suggest second conditional (present unreal).

. “were” (c)
Second conditional — 'If | were you' is a fixed expression for giving advice about a present situation. Use
subjunctive ‘were', not 'had been' (which would make it third conditional/past).

. “could have won” (b)
Third conditional — the competition was last month (past). Use 'could have + past participle': 'she could have
won'. 'Could win'is second conditional for present/future unreal.

. “had” (d)
Second conditional — the speaker is busy now (present unreal). Use past simple: 'If | had more free time'. 'Had
had' would be third conditional, talking about a past situation.

10. “had trained” (d)

Third conditional — last season is past. Use past perfect: 'lf the team had trained harder'. Simple past 'trained'
would suggest present unreal (second conditional).

11. “stopped” (c)

Second conditional — it's raining right now, and we're imagining a different present. Use past simple: 'If it
stopped raining'. 'Had stopped' is past perfect (third conditional), which would refer to a past event.

12. “had known” (b)

Third conditional — nobody told the speaker before the meeting (past). Use past perfect: 'If | had known'. 'Knew'
is past simple (second conditional) for present unreal situations.
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13. “lived” (a)
Second conditional — she lives in a small town now (present unreal). Use past simple: 'lf she lived'. 'Had lived'
would be third conditional, about a past situation.

14. “had read” (b)
Third conditional — she rushed through the instructions in the past. Use past perfect: 'lf she had read'. 'Read'
(past simple) would suggest second conditional (present unreal).

15. “didn't drink” (a)
Second conditional — he drinks a lot of coffee now (present habit). Use past simple: 'If he didn't drink'. 'Hadn't
drunk' is past perfect (third conditional) for past events.

16. “could have” (c)
Third conditional — their twenties are in the past. Use 'could have + past participle': 'they could have retired'.
They didn't save, so early retirement wasn't possible.

17. “were” (d)
Second conditional — the speaker isn't rich now. Use subjunctive 'were'": 'If | were rich'. 'Had been' would be third
conditional and would mean 'if | had been rich in the past'.

18. “had invested” (d)
This is a mixed conditional: a third conditional if-clause ('last decade' = past) combined with a second conditional
result (‘today' = present). The if-clause uses past perfect 'had invested' because it refers to a past action. The
result uses 'would be' because it describes a present situation.

19. “did” (c)
Second conditional — you don't exercise now (present unreal). Use past simple: 'lf you did more exercise'. 'Had
done'is third conditional for past situations.

20. “had taken” (b)
Third conditional — they already took the afternoon flight (past event). Use past perfect: 'lf they had taken'.
Simple past 'took' is second conditional for present unreal.
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