
Zero Conditional:
Zero vs First Conditional

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  If you ___ a magnet near iron, it sticks. (scientific fact)
a) hold b) holds
c) will hold d) held

2.  If it ___ tomorrow, we'll cancel the picnic. (specific plan)
a) will rain b) rains
c) rained d) is raining

3.  If you drop glass, it ___. (always true)
a) will break b) broke
c) breaks d) is breaking

4.  If I pass the exam, I ___ a party. (future plan)
a) have b) am having
c) had d) will have

5.  Water ___ if you freeze it. (scientific fact)
a) will expand b) expands
c) expanded d) is expanding

6.  If you ___ hard this semester, you'll get good grades. (specific situation)
a) will study b) studies
c) studied d) study

7.  If dogs ___ strangers, they bark. (general truth)
a) see b) saw
c) will see d) are seeing

8.  If we don't hurry, we ___ the bus. (today's situation)
a) miss b) missed
c) will miss d) are missing

9.  If children ___ too much screen time, they get headaches. (habitual)
a) will have b) had
c) have d) are having

10.  If you don't wear a coat today, you ___ a cold. (warning about today)
a) will catch b) catch
c) caught d) are catching

11.  If you touch a hot stove, you ___ yourself. (always true)
a) are burning b) will burn
c) burned d) burn
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12.  If she ___ the job, she'll move to London. (future possibility)
a) will get b) gets
c) got d) is getting

13.  Ice ___ when the temperature drops below 0°C. (physics)
a) will form b) is forming
c) formed d) forms

14.  If I see Tom at the party tonight, I ___ him your message. (tonight's plan)
a) give b) gave
c) will give d) am giving

15.  If you ___ too fast, you get a speeding ticket. (general consequence)
a) will drive b) drive
c) drove d) are driving

16.  If the weather is nice this weekend, we ___ to the beach. (plan)
a) will go b) go
c) went d) are going

17.  If you ___ exercise regularly, you stay healthy. (general advice)
a) do b) did
c) will do d) are doing

18.  If you ___ your homework by Friday, the teacher ___ be happy. (school situation)
a) finish, is b) will finish, will
c) finishes, will d) finish, will

19.  Flowers ___ if they don't receive sunlight. (biology)
a) will die b) died
c) die d) are dying

20.  If you ___ this button, the door will open. (specific instruction now)
a) will press b) press
c) pressed d) pressing
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Answers
1. a) hold
2. b) rains
3. c) breaks
4. d) will have
5. b) expands
6. d) study
7. a) see
8. c) will miss
9. c) have
10. a) will catch
11. d) burn
12. b) gets
13. d) forms
14. c) will give
15. b) drive
16. a) will go
17. a) do
18. d) finish, will
19. c) die
20. b) press
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Explanations
1. “hold” (a)

This is a scientific fact that is always true → zero conditional. 'You' takes the base form 'hold'. Both clauses use
present simple.

2. “rains” (b)
This is a first conditional — a specific future possibility. The if-clause uses present simple: 'if it rains'. The result
uses 'will': 'we'll cancel'.

3. “breaks” (c)
Dropping glass always leads to breaking → zero conditional. Both clauses use present simple: 'it breaks'.

4. “will have” (d)
This is a specific future plan, not a general truth → first conditional. Use 'will + base verb': 'I will have a party'.

5. “expands” (b)
This is always true → zero conditional. 'Water expands' uses present simple.

6. “study” (d)
First conditional: the if-clause always uses present simple ('if you study'), even when the result uses 'will'. Never
use 'will' in the if-clause.

7. “see” (a)
This describes what always happens → zero conditional. 'Dogs' is plural → base form 'see'. Both clauses use
present simple.

8. “will miss” (c)
This is about a specific situation happening now/today → first conditional. 'We will miss' expresses a real future
consequence.

9. “have” (c)
This describes a habitual pattern — it always happens → zero conditional. 'Children' is plural → base form
'have'.

10. “will catch” (a)
This is a specific warning about today, not a general rule → first conditional. 'You will catch a cold' is the future
result.

11. “burn” (d)
Touching a hot stove always causes a burn → zero conditional. Use present simple: 'you burn yourself'.

12. “gets” (b)
First conditional about a future possibility. The if-clause uses present simple: 'if she gets'. Never put 'will' in the if-
clause.

13. “forms” (d)
This is a physics fact — always true → zero conditional with 'when'. 'Ice' is singular → 'forms' in present simple.

14. “will give” (c)
This is about a specific event tonight → first conditional. 'I will give' expresses a future intention.
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15. “drive” (b)
This is a general rule that always applies → zero conditional. 'If you drive too fast' uses present simple.

16. “will go” (a)
This is about a specific future plan for this weekend → first conditional. 'We will go' is the planned result.

17. “do” (a)
This is general advice that's always true → zero conditional. Both clauses in present simple: 'you do' ... 'you
stay'.

18. “finish, will” (d)
First conditional: if-clause in present simple ('finish') + result clause with 'will'. This is about a specific deadline,
not a general rule.

19. “die” (c)
This is a biological fact — always true → zero conditional. 'Flowers die' uses present simple.

20. “press” (b)
First conditional: a specific instruction about what will happen right now. Even in first conditional, the if-clause
uses present simple: 'if you press'.
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