Articles (a/an/the/zero):
Advanced Articles: Register, Fixed Expressions &
Formal Usage

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1. The architect explained the renovation plan in
completion dates.

, covering everything from materials to projected

a) the detail b) detail
C) a detail d) details
2. The captain had spent most of his career at ___, sailing between Europe and the Americas.
a) sea b) the sea
C) a sea d) seas

3. The senator has been in ___ for three consecutive terms, making her one of the longest-serving
members of the legislature.

a) the office b) an office

c) office d) offices

4. The controversial policy is completely out of ; the board would never approve such a drastic

measure.
a) a question b) question
) questions d) the question

5. The night shift workers prefer to sleep by ___ and work during the evening hours.
a) the day b) day
c) a day d) days

6. The sudden resignation of the CEO took ____ at yesterday's board meeting, shocking everyone
present.

a) place b) the place
c) a place d) places
7. Land was finally in ___ after weeks of navigating through stormy waters.
a) the sight b) a sight
C) sights d) sight
8. After a long career in diplomacy, she was appointed ____ of the international trade commission.
a) a chair b) chair
¢) the chair d) chairs

9. The delegates unanimously elected her ____ president of the association for a second term.

a)a b) the
c) an d) —
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10. At the age of thirty-two, she became ____ youngest CEO in the company's history.
a) — b) a
c) the d) an

11. Professor Nakamura,
this year's conference.

leading authority on quantum computing, will deliver the keynote address at

a)a b) the

c) — d) an
12. They elected him ____ class representative by an overwhelming majority.

a) the b) a

c) — d) an
13. The study examined ___ role of socioeconomic factors in determining educational outcomes across
three developing nations.

a)a b) —

c) an d) the
14. In___ conclusion, the evidence overwhelmingly supports the hypothesis that early intervention
reduces long-term healthcare costs.

a) — b) the

c)a d) an
15. ___ recent research suggests that prolonged screen time may impair cognitive development in young
children.

a) The b) A

c) — d) An
16. The authors argue that ____ impact of artificial intelligence on employment patterns has been
significantly underestimated.

a) an b) —

c)a d) the
17. The government is investing heavily in ____ education to address the widening skills gap in the
technology sector.

a) the b) —

c) an d)a
18. Despite its name, ___ Dutch courage is not a form of bravery but merely the reckless confidence that
comes from drinking alcohol.

a)a b) the

c) — d) an
19. The committee recognised that ___ Professor Harrison had made an exceptional contribution to the
field of marine biology.

a) — b) a

c) the d) an

20. The journalist asked the minister whether ___ government planned to introduce new legislation on
data privacy.

a) — b) the
c) an d)a
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b)
a)
c)
d)
. b) day
a)
d) si
b)
d) —

detail

office
the question

Answers
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Explanations

. “detail” (b)
'In detail' is a fixed expression meaning 'thoroughly' or 'comprehensively'. 'In the detail' would refer to one
specific detail. 'A detail' means a single piece of information, which doesn't fit with 'covering everything'.

. “sea” (a)

'At sea' is a fixed expression meaning 'on a voyage' or 'sailing'. 'At the sea' means 'near the sea' or 'at the
seaside' — a physical location, not the activity of sailing. The context of 'sailing between Europe and the
Americas' confirms the voyage meaning.

. “office” (c)
'In office' is a fixed expression meaning 'in a position of political power'. 'In the office' means physically inside an
office building. 'Three consecutive terms' clearly refers to political service, not a physical location.

. “the question” (d)

'Out of the question' means 'impossible' or 'not to be considered'. The quite different expression 'out of question'
(without 'the") is an archaic form meaning 'beyond doubt'. In modern English, 'out of the question' is the standard
idiom for something unacceptable.

. “day” (b)
'By day' is a fixed expression meaning 'during the daytime' as a habitual pattern. 'By the day' means 'per day'
(payment rate), as in 'paid by the day'. The context of habitual sleeping patterns requires 'by day".

. “place” (a)
"Took place' is a fixed expression meaning 'happened' or 'occurred'. "Took the place' means 'replaced' or
'substituted' (as in 'took the place of'). "Took a place' means 'occupied a seat or position'.

. “sight” (d)
'In sight' is a fixed expression meaning 'visible' or 'able to be seen'. 'In the sight of' is a different expression
meaning 'in the judgement or view of' (formal/archaic). After weeks at sea, the crew could finally see land.

. “chair” (b)

After verbs like 'appoint', 'elect', and 'make', we use zero article before a unique role or title: 'appointed chair',
'elected president', 'made captain'. This formal pattern emphasises the role itself. 'A chair' would imply one of
several.

. “_” (d)

After 'elect' + object, we use zero article before a unique role: 'elected her president’, 'elected him treasurer'. This
formal pattern also applies to 'appoint', 'make', and 'name'. The zero article signals that 'president' describes the
role, not a person. 'A president' would oddly imply one of several presidents.

10. “the” (¢)

Superlatives require 'the': 'the youngest', 'the best', 'the most experienced'. Even though titles after 'become' can
sometimes take zero article ('She became president'), a superlative always needs 'the'. This is a key exception to
the zero-article-with-roles rule.

11. “a” (a)

In appositive phrases (extra information between commas), we use 'a/an' when describing someone as one of a
group: 'a leading authority' means one of several leading authorities. 'The leading authority' would imply she is
the only one, which is a much stronger — and less typical — claim.
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12. “_” (c)
After 'elect' + object, we use zero article before a unique role: 'elected him class representative', 'elected her
president'. In formal English, the zero article emphasises the role or function. 'A class representative' would
suggest one of many, but typically there is one per class.

13. “the” (d)
"The role of X in Y'is a standard academic collocation. The' is required because 'of socioeconomic factors'
specifies which role is being discussed, making it definite. Similar academic patterns include 'the impact of', 'the
effect of', 'the relationship between'.

14. “—" (a)
'In conclusion' (no article) is a fixed discourse marker meaning 'to summarise' or 'finally'. 'In the conclusion' (with
'the') refers to the conclusion section of a document: 'The findings are summarised in the conclusion.' Here, the
writer is wrapping up an argument, so the discourse marker is needed.

15. 6 __ " (c)
No article is used with uncountable nouns in general statements. 'Recent research suggests...' is a standard
academic opening that presents findings without specifying a particular study. 'The recent research' would imply
a specific, previously mentioned body of research. 'A research' is incorrect because 'research'is uncountable.

16. “the” (d)
'The impact of X on Y'is a standard academic collocation requiring 'the' because the 'of' phrase specifies which
impact is meant. Similarly: 'the effect of climate change on biodiversity', 'the influence of social media on public
opinion'. The post-modifier makes the noun definite.

17. “_” (b)
No article is needed with abstract/uncountable nouns used in a general sense. 'Education’ here refers to the
concept as a whole, not a specific educational programme. Compare: 'The education she received was excellent'
(specific education).

18- “_” (c)
No article is used with compound nouns or named concepts used in a general, definitional sense: 'Dutch courage
is...", 'Common sense tells us...". 'The Dutch courage' would imply a specific instance, but here we are defining
the term itself.

19- “_” (a)
No article is used before a title followed by a name: 'Professor Harrison', 'Doctor Smith', 'President Lincoln'.
Adding 'the' ('the Professor Harrison') is incorrect in standard English. Compare: 'A Mr. Smith called' (formal,
meaning 'someone called Mr. Smith').

20. “the” (b)
"The government' refers to the specific, current government of the country being discussed. Countable singular
nouns like 'government' require an article. 'The' is correct because both speaker and listener know which
government is meant — the one currently in power.
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