
Articles (a/an/the/zero):
The Definite Article: When to Use "The"

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  I bought a shirt and a tie. ___ shirt was blue.
a) the b) a
c) an d) —

2.  We can see ___ sun from the window.
a) a b) the
c) an d) —

3.  Mount Everest is ___ highest mountain in the world.
a) a b) an
c) the d) —

4.  Close ___ door, please. It's cold.
a) a b) an
c) — d) the

5.  January is ___ first month of the year.
a) the b) a
c) — d) an

6.  She is ___ doctor at the local hospital.
a) the b) a
c) — d) an

7.  She is ___ best student in our class.
a) a b) an
c) the d) —

8.  He likes ___ classical music.
a) a b) the
c) an d) —

9.  I saw ___ cat in the garden this morning.
a) a b) the
c) — d) an

10.  We went to ___ same school.
a) a b) the
c) — d) an

11.  He was ___ only person who passed the test.
a) a b) an
c) the d) —
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12.  People say ___ rich should help the poor.
a) a b) an
c) — d) the

13.  What is ___ capital of France?
a) the b) a
c) an d) —

14.  I went to a restaurant last night. ___ food was delicious.
a) a b) the
c) an d) —

15.  She bought ___ new bag last week.
a) the b) —
c) a d) an

16.  Could you pass me ___ salt, please?
a) a b) an
c) — d) the

17.  Scientists say ___ earth goes around the sun.
a) the b) an
c) a d) —

18.  My grandmother loves ___ nature.
a) a b) —
c) the d) an

19.  We all breathe ___ same air.
a) an b) a
c) the d) —

20.  In every society, ___ elderly need special care.
a) an b) a
c) — d) the
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Answers
1. a) the
2. b) the
3. c) the
4. d) the
5. a) the
6. b) a
7. c) the
8. d) —
9. a) a
10. b) the
11. c) the
12. d) the
13. a) the
14. b) the
15. c) a
16. d) the
17. a) the
18. b) —
19. c) the
20. d) the
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Explanations
1. “the” (a)

We use 'the' when we mention something for the second time. The shirt was already introduced with 'a shirt'.

2. “the” (b)
We use 'the' for things that are unique — there is only one sun.

3. “the” (c)
We always use 'the' with superlative adjectives. 'The highest' means there is only one at the top.

4. “the” (d)
We use 'the' when both the speaker and listener know which thing is meant. Here, there is one obvious door.

5. “the” (a)
We always use 'the' with ordinal numbers (first, second, third, etc.).

6. “a” (b)
We use 'a' (not 'the') for job titles after 'be'. 'She is a doctor' describes her job in general, not a specific doctor.

7. “the” (c)
We use 'the' with superlative adjectives. 'The best' means no one else is better.

8. “—” (d)
We don't use 'the' with uncountable nouns in general statements. 'Classical music' here means classical music in
general, not specific music.

9. “a” (a)
We use 'a' (not 'the') when mentioning something for the first time. The listener doesn't know which cat yet.

10. “the” (b)
We always use 'the' with 'same'. It's always 'the same', never 'a same'.

11. “the” (c)
We use 'the' with 'only' because it means there is just one — making it unique.

12. “the” (d)
We use 'the' + adjective to talk about a group of people. 'The rich' means 'rich people in general'.

13. “the” (a)
We use 'the' because each country has only one capital — it is unique.

14. “the” (b)
We use 'the' when referring to something connected to a previously mentioned noun. 'The food' refers to the food
at that specific restaurant.

15. “a” (c)
We use 'a' (not 'the') when mentioning something for the first time. The listener doesn't know which bag.

16. “the” (d)
We use 'the' when both people can see the object. Here, the salt is on the table and both people know which salt
is meant.
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17. “the” (a)
We use 'the' for unique things — there is only one Earth.

18. “—” (b)
We don't use 'the' with abstract uncountable nouns in general statements. 'Nature' here means the natural world
in general.

19. “the” (c)
We always use 'the' with 'same'. 'The same air' means the identical air.

20. “the” (d)
We use 'the' + adjective to talk about a group of people. 'The elderly' means 'elderly people in general'.

5 © Interactive version available at https://english-grammar.app
May be freely copied for personal or classroom use.

https://english-grammar.app/

