
Few / Little / A few / A little:
A Few vs Few, A Little vs Little: Positive and Negative

Meaning
Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  I have ___ water left. There's enough for both of us.
a) a little b) little
c) a few d) few

2.  There are ___ people she really trusts. It's a bit sad.
a) a few b) few
c) a little d) little

3.  She has ___ good friends. She's not lonely at all.
a) few b) little
c) a little d) a few

4.  He has ___ education. He can't read or write.
a) a few b) a little
c) few d) little

5.  We've got ___ time at the weekend. Would you like to meet?
a) few b) little
c) a little d) a few

6.  Julie gave us ___ apples from her garden. Shall we share them?
a) a few b) few
c) a little d) little

7.  She has ___ self-confidence. She has trouble talking to new people.
a) a few b) little
c) few d) a little

8.  ___ children from this school go on to university, unfortunately.
a) A little b) A few
c) Few d) Little

9.  I've got ___ cakes to give away. Would you like one?
a) little b) few
c) a few d) a little

10.  The hospital has ___ medicine. They can't help many patients.
a) few b) a little
c) a few d) little
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11.  There are ___ good restaurants near my house. Let me recommend one.
a) a few b) little
c) a little d) few

12.  She's lucky. She has ___ problems in her life.
a) a little b) few
c) a few d) little

13.  There's ___ milk left in the fridge. It should be enough for coffee.
a) few b) little
c) a few d) a little

14.  ___ tourists visit this village. It's almost unknown.
a) Few b) A few
c) Little d) A little

15.  I speak ___ Spanish — enough to order food and ask for directions.
a) a few b) a little
c) few d) little

16.  There are ___ tickets still available for the concert. Would you like to go?
a) little b) a few
c) a little d) few

17.  London has ___ sunshine in winter. It's usually grey and cloudy.
a) few b) a few
c) little d) a little

18.  I have ___ books on grammar if you'd like to borrow one.
a) a few b) little
c) few d) a little

19.  There's ___ hope of finding the lost ring. The police have given up the search.
a) a few b) few
c) a little d) little

20.  We still have ___ minutes before the train leaves. Let's grab a coffee.
a) little b) a little
c) a few d) few

2 © Interactive version available at https://english-grammar.app
May be freely copied for personal or classroom use.

https://english-grammar.app/


Answers
1. a) a little
2. b) few
3. d) a few
4. d) little
5. c) a little
6. a) a few
7. b) little
8. c) Few
9. c) a few
10. d) little
11. a) a few
12. b) few
13. d) a little
14. a) Few
15. b) a little
16. b) a few
17. c) little
18. a) a few
19. d) little
20. c) a few
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Explanations
1. “a little” (a)

'A little' means 'some, enough' (positive). The context says 'enough for both of us', so the meaning is positive.
Also, 'water' is uncountable, so we use 'a little'.

2. “few” (b)
'Few' means 'not many' (negative). The context says 'It's a bit sad', which signals a negative meaning. 'People' is
countable, so we use 'few'.

3. “a few” (d)
'A few' means 'some' (positive). The context says 'She's not lonely at all', which signals a positive meaning.
'Friends' is countable, so we use 'a few'.

4. “little” (d)
'Little' means 'not much, almost none' (negative). The context says 'He can't read or write', which signals a very
negative meaning. 'Education' is uncountable, so we use 'little'.

5. “a little” (c)
'A little' means 'some' (positive). The speaker is offering to meet, which means they have some available time.
'Time' is uncountable, so we use 'a little'.

6. “a few” (a)
'A few' means 'some' (positive). The speaker suggests sharing, indicating there are some apples. 'Apples' is
countable, so we use 'a few'.

7. “little” (b)
'Little' means 'not much, almost none' (negative). The context says she has trouble talking to people, signalling a
lack of confidence. 'Self-confidence' is uncountable, so we use 'little'.

8. “Few” (c)
'Few' means 'not many' (negative). The word 'unfortunately' signals a negative meaning. 'Children' is countable,
so we use 'few'.

9. “a few” (c)
'A few' means 'some' (positive). The speaker is offering cakes, which means there are some to share. 'Cakes' is
countable, so we use 'a few'.

10. “little” (d)
'Little' means 'not much, almost none' (negative). The context says they can't help many patients, signalling a
shortage. 'Medicine' is uncountable, so we use 'little'.

11. “a few” (a)
'A few' means 'some' (positive). The speaker is happy to recommend, indicating there are some good options.
'Restaurants' is countable, so we use 'a few'.

12. “few” (b)
'Few' means 'not many' (positive in this context — having not many problems is a good thing). The word 'lucky'
confirms that having few problems is fortunate.

13. “a little” (d)
'A little' means 'some, enough' (positive). The context says 'enough for coffee', confirming a positive meaning.
'Milk' is uncountable, so we use 'a little'.
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14. “Few” (a)
'Few' means 'not many' (negative). The phrase 'almost unknown' signals that the number of visitors is
disappointingly low. 'Tourists' is countable, so we use 'few'.

15. “a little” (b)
'A little' means 'some' (positive). The speaker says it's enough for basic tasks. We use 'a little' with uncountable
nouns like languages (when referring to ability).

16. “a few” (b)
'A few' means 'some' (positive). The speaker offers to go, which means there are some tickets available. 'Tickets'
is countable, so we use 'a few'.

17. “little” (c)
'Little' means 'not much' (negative). The context says it's usually grey and cloudy, signalling a lack of sunshine.
'Sunshine' is uncountable, so we use 'little'.

18. “a few” (a)
'A few' means 'some' (positive). The speaker is offering to lend, which means there are some books available.
'Books' is countable, so we use 'a few'.

19. “little” (d)
'Little' means 'not much, almost none' (negative). The context says 'The police have given up', which clearly
signals that hope is almost gone. 'Hope' is uncountable, so we use 'little'.

20. “a few” (c)
'A few' means 'some' (positive). The speaker suggests grabbing a coffee, meaning there is enough time.
'Minutes' is countable, so we use 'a few'.
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