
Much / Many / A lot of:
So Much, So Many and Much with Comparatives

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  This hotel is ___ more expensive than the one we stayed at last year.
a) much b) very
c) many d) a lot of

2.  She has ___ enthusiasm for the new project.
a) so many b) so a lot
c) so d) so much

3.  There are ___ reasons why we should accept this offer.
a) so much b) much
c) so many d) so a lot of

4.  Your English is ___ better than it was six months ago.
a) very b) much
c) many d) a lot of

5.  There is ___ evidence to support this theory.
a) many b) a lot
c) lots d) much

6.  I ate ___ food at the buffet that I felt sick afterwards.
a) so much b) so many
c) too many d) very much

7.  This bag is ___ too heavy for me to carry.
a) very b) many
c) much d) so

8.  The new system works ___ more efficiently than the old one.
a) much b) many
c) very d) a lot of

9.  We received ___ complaints after the software update.
a) so much b) much
c) very many d) so many

10.  ___ research has been done on this topic already.
a) Many b) A lot
c) Much d) Lots

11.  She speaks French ___ more fluently than her brother.
a) very b) many
c) a lot of d) much
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12.  There were ___ people at the stadium that we couldn't find seats.
a) so many b) so much
c) much d) a lot

13.  I don't feel ___ better today. I still have a headache.
a) very b) much
c) many d) a lot of

14.  He spent ___ time on his homework that he missed dinner.
a) so many b) too many
c) so much d) very much

15.  ___ debate surrounds the new government policy.
a) Much b) Many
c) A lot d) Very

16.  This film is ___ too long. It should be ninety minutes, not three hours.
a) very b) much
c) many d) so

17.  I've made ___ mistakes today. I need to concentrate more.
a) so much b) so many
c) much d) very

18.  Living in the countryside is ___ cheaper than living in the city.
a) very b) many
c) much d) a lot of

19.  Thank you ___ for your generous help.
a) so many b) much too
c) a lot of d) so much

20.  ___ work remains to be done before the project deadline.
a) Many b) Much
c) A lot d) Very
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Answers
1. a) much
2. d) so much
3. c) so many
4. b) much
5. d) much
6. a) so much
7. c) much
8. a) much
9. d) so many
10. c) Much
11. d) much
12. a) so many
13. b) much
14. c) so much
15. a) Much
16. b) much
17. b) so many
18. c) much
19. d) so much
20. b) Much
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Explanations
1. “much” (a)

Use 'much' before comparative adjectives to make them stronger. 'Much more expensive' = a lot more
expensive. We cannot say 'very more expensive'.

2. “so much” (d)
'Enthusiasm' is uncountable, so we use 'so much'. 'So much' is an intensifier meaning 'a very large amount of'.

3. “so many” (c)
'Reasons' is a countable plural noun, so we use 'so many'. 'So many' means 'a very large number of'.

4. “much” (b)
Use 'much' before comparative adjectives. 'Much better' means 'a lot better'. We cannot use 'very' or 'many' with
comparatives.

5. “much” (d)
In formal writing, 'much' can be used in affirmative sentences. 'Much evidence' is natural in formal or academic
contexts. 'Evidence' is uncountable.

6. “so much” (a)
'Food' is uncountable, so we use 'so much'. The structure 'so much... that' shows cause and result.

7. “much” (c)
'Much too' + adjective means 'far too' or 'greatly too'. 'Much too heavy' emphasises that it is excessively heavy.
'Very too' is incorrect.

8. “much” (a)
Use 'much' before comparative adverbs. 'Much more efficiently' = a great deal more efficiently.

9. “so many” (d)
'Complaints' is a countable plural noun, so we use 'so many'. 'So many complaints' = a surprisingly large number
of complaints.

10. “Much” (c)
In formal academic writing, 'much' is natural in affirmative sentences. 'Research' is uncountable. 'Much research'
is standard in formal contexts.

11. “much” (d)
Use 'much' before comparative adverbs. 'Much more fluently' emphasises the difference in ability.

12. “so many” (a)
'People' is countable, so we use 'so many'. 'So many... that' shows cause and result.

13. “much” (b)
Use 'much' before comparative adjectives, including in negative sentences. 'Don't feel much better' = only slightly
better or not better at all.

14. “so much” (c)
'Time' is uncountable, so we use 'so much'. The 'so much... that' structure shows the result of the large amount.
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15. “Much” (a)
In formal writing, 'much' is appropriate in affirmative sentences. 'Debate' is uncountable. 'Much debate' is a
formal expression.

16. “much” (b)
'Much too' + adjective emphasises excess. 'Much too long' = far too long. You cannot say 'very too long'.

17. “so many” (b)
'Mistakes' is a countable plural noun, so we use 'so many'. 'So many' expresses frustration at the large number.

18. “much” (c)
Use 'much' before comparative adjectives. 'Much cheaper' = a lot cheaper. 'Very cheaper' is grammatically
incorrect.

19. “so much” (d)
'Thank you so much' uses 'so much' as an adverb to intensify gratitude. This is a very common expression.

20. “Much” (b)
In formal contexts, 'much' is used in affirmative sentences. 'Work' is uncountable. 'Much work remains' is a
formal expression.
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