Ability (can/could):
Mixed Ability Expressions

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1. She ___ speak four languages by the time she finishes university.

a) could b) will be able to

C) can d) has been able to
2. | ___ help you move house next Saturday if | finish work early.

a) could able to b) can able to

C) was able to d) might be able to

3. Despite being only three years old, she ___ already read simple books.
a) can b) could
C) was able to d) will be able to

4. After negotiating for hours, they ____ reach an agreement. (specific past achievement)
a) could b) can
c) were able to d) will be able to

5. We ___ get a taxi after the concert. There were none available.

a) can't b) wasn't able
¢) hasn't been able to d) couldn't
6. | ___ see much better now that | have new glasses.
a) can b) could
c) was able to d) am able

7. She hopes to ____ run a marathon before she turns 30.
a) can b) be able to
c) able d) could

8. He ___ concentrate much better at work since he started meditating.
a) could b) can
c) has been able to d) was able to

9. I'dloveto ___ paint like Picasso.
a) be able to b) can
c) could d) able

10. When she was younger, she ____ eat anything without gaining weight.
a) can b) is able to
c) has been able to d) could

11. The police ____ catch the thief after a long chase. (specific past achievement)

a) could b) were able to
C) can d) have been able to
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12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

He needs to __ work independently in his new role.

a) can b) could
c) be able to d) able
| tried very hard, but | ____ convince him to change his mind.
a) couldn't able to b) can't
¢) haven't been able to d) wasn't able to
Sorry, you ____ park here. It's a no-parking zone.
a) can't b) couldn't
c) weren't able to d) haven't been able to
| couldn't play tennis before, but after taking lessons | ____ beat my brother last week.
a) could b) can
c) was able to d) will be able to
| __ remember his name, but | know his face.
a) couldn't b) can't
c) wasn't able to d) haven't been able to
By next year, she ____ communicate fluently in English.
a) will be able to b) can
c) could d) is able to
____you able to understand the instructions, or shall | explain again?
a) Can b) Could
c) Will d) Are
He used to ___ touch his toes, but he's not flexible anymore.
a) can b) could
c) be able to d) able

Luckily, the doctors ____ save her life after the accident. (specific past achievement)
a) could b) were able to
c) can d) have been able to
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Answers

1. b) will be able to
2. d) might be able to
3. a)can

4. c) were able to

5. d) couldn't

6. a) can

7. b) be able to

8. ¢) has been able to
9. a) be able to

10. d) could

11. b) were able to
12. ¢) be able to

13. d) wasn't able to
14. a) can't

15. ¢) was able to
16. b) can't

17. a) will be able to
18. d) Are

19. ¢) be able to

20. b) were able to
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Explanations

1. “will be able to” (b)
'By the time she finishes' refers to the future. Use 'will be able to' for future ability.

2. “might be able to” (d)
'Might be able to' expresses uncertain future ability. After 'might', use 'be able to', not 'can".

3. “can” (a)
'Already' with present context — she has this ability now. Use 'can' for current ability.

4. “were able to” (c)
Reaching an agreement was a specific success after effort. Use 'were able to' for one-time past achievements.

5. “couldn't” (d)
'After the concert' is past. Use ‘couldn't' for past inability. Note: 'wasn't able' is incomplete — it needs 'to'.

6. “can” (a)
'Now' signals present time. Use 'can' with perception verbs for current sensory ability.

7. “be able to” (b)
After 'hopes to', use 'be able to'. Modal verbs like 'can' cannot follow 'to".

8. “has been able to” (c)
'Since he started' requires present perfect. Use 'has been able to' for ability continuing from a past point to now.

9. “be able to” (a)
After 'to' (I'd love to ...), use 'be able to'. 'Can' and 'could' cannot follow 'to'.

10. “could” (d)
'When she was younger' = past period. Use 'could' for a general ability over a past time frame.

11. “were able to” (b)
Catching the thief was a specific success. Use 'were able to' for single completed achievements in the past.

12. “be able to” (c¢)
After 'needs to', use 'be able to'. Modal verbs like 'can' and 'could' cannot follow 'to'.

13. “wasn't able to” (d)
"Tried' (past) and 'but' show a failed specific attempt. Use 'wasn't able to' for a specific past failure.

14. “can't” (a)
This is about the present situation — parking is not allowed now. Use 'can't'.

15. “was able to” (c¢)
Beating his brother last week was a specific one-time achievement. Use 'was able to', not 'could'. Notice the
contrast: 'couldn't’ for general past inability vs 'was able to' for the specific success.

16. “can't” (b)
'l know' (present) shows this is now. Use 'can't’ for present inability.

17. “will be able to” (a)
'By next year' is future. Use 'will be able to' for predicted future ability.
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18. “Are” (d)
'Are you able to ...?" is the question form of 'be able to' in the present. It means the same as 'Can you ...7".

19. “be able to” (c¢)
After 'used to', use 'be able to'. 'Used to can' is not grammatically possible.

20. “were able to” (b)
Saving her life was a specific successful action. Use 'were able to' for one-time past achievements, not 'could'.
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