
Obligation & Necessity (must/have to):
Have To in All Tenses & Need To Exercises

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  I ___ wait for two hours at the airport yesterday because my flight was delayed.
a) had to b) must
c) have to d) was must

2.  You ___ get a visa before you travel to that country next month.
a) must to b) will have to
c) will must d) are having to

3.  She ___ work late three times this week already.
a) must b) had to
c) has had to d) has must

4.  When I was a child, I ___ share a bedroom with my brother.
a) must b) have to
c) was have to d) had to

5.  You ___ worry about the exam. You've studied really hard.
a) needn't b) mustn't
c) haven't to d) don't must

6.  We ___ wear school uniforms when I was in primary school.
a) have to b) must
c) had to d) were must

7.  If the company grows, we ___ hire more staff next year.
a) must to b) will must
c) have to d) will have to

8.  You ___ bring your own towel. The hotel provides them.
a) don't need to b) mustn't
c) needn't to d) not need

9.  He ___ take three different buses to get to school last year.
a) must b) has to
c) had to d) was must

10.  I've ___ change my password five times this month because of security updates.
a) must b) had to
c) have to d) needed

11.  You ___ shout. I can hear you perfectly well.
a) mustn't b) haven't to
c) needn't d) don't must
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12.  She ___ retake the exam if she fails this one.
a) will must b) must to
c) is must d) will have to

13.  We ___ pay for the meal last night. Our friend treated us.
a) didn't have to b) mustn't
c) hadn't to d) don't have to

14.  You ___ submit the application by Friday. Monday is fine too.
a) mustn't b) don't need to
c) needn't to d) not need

15.  When Tom was in the army, he ___ run five kilometres every morning.
a) must b) has to
c) had to d) have to

16.  If it rains tomorrow, we ___ cancel the outdoor event.
a) will must b) must to
c) have to d) will have to

17.  I ___ wake up early when I was on holiday. It was wonderful!
a) didn't have to b) mustn't
c) don't have to d) hadn't to

18.  You ___ pick me up from the station. I'll take a taxi.
a) mustn't b) needn't
c) haven't to d) don't must

19.  The children ___ clean their rooms before they could go outside to play.
a) must b) have to
c) has to d) had to

20.  We've ___ postpone the meeting twice because of technical problems.
a) must b) had to
c) needed d) have to
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Answers
1. a) had to
2. b) will have to
3. c) has had to
4. d) had to
5. a) needn't
6. c) had to
7. d) will have to
8. a) don't need to
9. c) had to
10. b) had to
11. c) needn't
12. d) will have to
13. a) didn't have to
14. b) don't need to
15. c) had to
16. d) will have to
17. a) didn't have to
18. b) needn't
19. d) had to
20. b) had to
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Explanations
1. “had to” (a)

'Must' has no past form. Use 'had to' for past obligation. The speaker was forced to wait because of the delay.

2. “will have to” (b)
'Must' has no future form. Use 'will have to' for future obligation. 'Will must' does not exist in English.

3. “has had to” (c)
Use 'has had to' (present perfect of 'have to') to describe an obligation that has happened repeatedly up to now.
'This week already' signals present perfect.

4. “had to” (d)
Use 'had to' for past obligations. 'When I was a child' clearly signals the past tense.

5. “needn't” (a)
'Needn't' means 'it is not necessary'. The speaker is reassuring the listener that worrying is unnecessary. Note:
'mustn't' would mean 'you are forbidden to worry', which doesn't make sense here.

6. “had to” (c)
Use 'had to' for past obligations. The past time reference 'when I was in primary school' requires the past form.

7. “will have to” (d)
Use 'will have to' for future obligation. 'Next year' signals the future, and 'will must' does not exist.

8. “don't need to” (a)
'Don't need to' means it is not necessary. 'Needn't to' is incorrect — 'needn't' is never followed by 'to'.

9. “had to” (c)
Use 'had to' for past obligation. 'Last year' clearly indicates the past.

10. “had to” (b)
After 'I've' (I have), use 'had to' to form the present perfect: 'I've had to change'. This describes a repeated
obligation up to now.

11. “needn't” (c)
'Needn't' = it is not necessary. Shouting is unnecessary because the listener can already hear clearly.

12. “will have to” (d)
Use 'will have to' for future obligation. If the condition (failing) happens, the consequence (retaking) will be
required.

13. “didn't have to” (a)
Use 'didn't have to' for past lack of obligation. Their friend paid, so it was not necessary for them to pay.

14. “don't need to” (b)
'Don't need to' means it is not necessary to do it by Friday. There is extra time until Monday.

15. “had to” (c)
Use 'had to' for past obligations. 'When Tom was in the army' indicates a past time period.

16. “will have to” (d)
Use 'will have to' for future obligation or necessity. The rain would make cancellation necessary.
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17. “didn't have to” (a)
'Didn't have to' = past lack of obligation. On holiday, there was no reason to wake up early.

18. “needn't” (b)
'Needn't' = it is not necessary. The speaker will take a taxi, so being picked up is not needed.

19. “had to” (d)
Use 'had to' for past obligation. 'Before they could go' signals a past condition that had to be met first.

20. “had to” (b)
After 'We've' (We have), use 'had to' to form the present perfect: 'We've had to postpone'. This describes a
repeated obligation up to now.
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