Permission (can/may/could):
Choosing the Right Modal: Can, Could, or May

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1. You're at a friend's house. You say:'___ | use your Wi-Fi?'
a) Can b) May
c) Might d) Shall
2. Inajob interview, the candidate asked:'___ | take a moment to think about that?'
a) Can b) Could
c) Will d) Shall
3. At aformal dinner, a guest said to the host: '__ | propose a toast?'
a) Can b) Will
¢) May d) Shall
4. Two colleagues are chatting in the break room:'___ | have one of your crisps?'
a) May b) Shall
c¢) Might d) Can
5. The chairman opened the meeting: '__ | have your attention, please?'
a) May b) Can
c) Will d) Shall
6. A patient asks the receptionist: '___ | make an appointment for next Tuesday?'
a) Can b) Could
c) Shall d) Might
7. Achild asks his mother: 'Mum, ____ | have some ice cream?'
a) may b) could
Cc) can d) shall
8. At a police checkpoint, the officer says: 'You ___ not proceed beyond this point.'
a) can b) will
c) shall d) may
9. In a courtroom, the lawyer asked:'___ | approach the bench, Your Honour?'
a) May b) Can
c) Could d) Will
10. You want to borrow your neighbour's lawnmower. You say:'____ | borrow your lawnmower this
weekend?"
a) May b) Could
c) Shall d) Might
11. ' | get past, please?' she said to the stranger blocking the aisle.
a) Shall b) May
c) Could d) Must
1 © Interactive version available at https://english-grammar.app

May be freely copied for personal or classroom use.


https://english-grammar.app/

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Two best friends at acafé:' | try a bit of your cake?'
a) May b) Shall
¢) Might d) Can
At a hotel reception: ' | check in, please? The name is Williams.'
a) Could b) Can
¢) Shall d) Might
The ambassador said: 'You ____ present your credentials to the committee.'
a) can b) may
c) could d) will
' I have everyone's attention?' the headteacher announced at assembly.
a) Could b) Can
¢) May d) Shall
A teenager to their best friend: '___ | charge my phone at yours?"'
a) May b) Shall
c¢) Could d) Can
At a board meeting: '____ | suggest an alternative approach?'
a) May b) Can
c) Shall d) Might
Asking your boss for a day off: '___ | take next Friday off?"
a) Can b) Could
¢) May d) Shall
The librarian told the students: "You ____ borrow up to five books each.'
a) must b) will
c) may d) shall
Flatmates at home:'____ | switch the channel? This show is boring.'
a) May b) Shall
¢) Might d) Can
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10. b) Could
11. ¢) Could
12. d)
13. a)
14. b)
15.¢)
16. d) Can
17. a)
18. b)
19. ¢)
20. d)

Answers
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Explanations

. “Can” (a)

With friends, 'Can |...?" is natural and appropriate. 'May 1...?" would sound too formal in this casual setting.
. “Could” (b)

'Could 1...?" shows politeness and professionalism. 'Can I' would be too informal for a job interview.
. “May” (c)

'May I...?"is the most appropriate choice for a formal social occasion such as a dinner party.
. “Can” (d)

'Can |...7"is suitable between colleagues in an informal setting like a break room.
. iiMay!! (a)

'May I...?"is used in formal meetings and official occasions to make polite, authoritative requests.
. “Could” (b)

'Could 1...?" is appropriately polite for a semi-formal interaction like speaking to a receptionist.

. “can” (c)
Children naturally use 'can' with their parents. It's informal and perfectly appropriate in a family context.

. “may” (d)
Officials use 'may not' for formal prohibition. A police officer would use 'may' in an official capacity.

. “May” (a)
In a courtroom, 'May 1...7" is the expected level of formality. This is one of the most formal settings in English.

10. “Could” (b)

'‘Could 1...?" is appropriately polite for a neighbour — not as casual as 'Can I' but not as formal as 'May I'.

11. “Could” (c)

'Could I...7" is polite enough for speaking to a stranger. 'Can I' might seem too direct with someone you don't
know.

12. “Can” (d)

'Can I...7"is the natural choice between close friends in a casual setting. Using 'May I' would sound strangely
formal.

13. “Could” (a)

'Could 1...?" is appropriately polite for hotel receptions and customer service situations.

14. “may” (b)

In diplomatic and official contexts, 'may' is the appropriate formal modal for granting permission.

15. “May” (c)

A headteacher at a school assembly would use the formal 'May I' to address the whole school.

16. “Can” (d)

'Can I...7"is natural between teenagers and close friends. 'May I' or 'Could I' would sound oddly formal.

17. “May” (a)

'May | suggest...?" is a formal and professional way to offer a suggestion in a business context.
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18. “Could” (b)
'Could I...?' shows appropriate politeness and respect when speaking to your boss. It's polite without being overly
formal.

19. “may” (c)
A librarian stating rules uses 'may' to indicate what is formally permitted.

20. “Can” (d)
'Can I...7"is informal and natural between people who share a home. There's no need for formal language.
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