
Possibility (may/might/could):
Could for Possibility: May, Might, Could & Can't

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  A: Where is the cat? B: I'm not sure. It ___ be hiding under the bed.
a) could b) must
c) will d) shall

2.  That story ___ be true, but I find it hard to believe.
a) will b) must
c) could d) shall

3.  She has been coughing all morning. She ___ have a cold.
a) might b) will
c) shall d) needs

4.  Don't eat those mushrooms! They ___ be poisonous.
a) will b) must
c) shall d) could

5.  He's only three years old. He ___ read yet.
a) might not b) may not
c) can't d) shouldn't

6.  The light is off in her office. She ___ be at lunch.
a) shall b) could
c) will d) must

7.  I'm not sure who it is, but that ___ be the postman at the door.
a) must b) could
c) shall d) needs

8.  I ___ not get the job. There were many other strong candidates.
a) might b) can
c) will d) shall

9.  Some roads may have ice. Driving ___ be dangerous today.
a) needs b) must
c) shall d) could

10.  That ___ be John's car. John drives a red Toyota, and this car is blue.
a) can't b) might not
c) may not d) shouldn't

11.  We ___ go to Spain or Italy for our holiday. We haven't decided yet.
a) will b) shall
c) might d) must
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12.  A: Who left this bag here? B: It ___ belong to the new student.
a) could b) must
c) will d) shall

13.  There is some traffic on the road. We ___ be late for the concert, but hopefully not.
a) shall b) may
c) need d) must

14.  This ___ be the right answer, but I'm not completely sure.
a) will b) shall
c) must d) could

15.  She works twelve hours a day. She ___ be exhausted by the evening.
a) might b) must
c) could d) shall

16.  The exam ___ not be as hard as everyone thinks. Let's wait and see.
a) will b) might
c) can d) shall

17.  A: Is this word spelt correctly? B: I'm not sure. It ___ have a double 'l'.
a) will b) must
c) could d) shall

18.  It ___ rain tomorrow, so pack a raincoat just in case.
a) shall b) must
c) may d) needs

19.  He speaks perfect French. He ___ be from a different country — he's definitely French.
a) might not b) may
c) could d) can't

20.  The restaurant ___ be fully booked on Saturday. Shall I call to check?
a) will b) must
c) shall d) could
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Answers
1. a) could
2. c) could
3. a) might
4. d) could
5. c) can't
6. b) could
7. b) could
8. a) might
9. d) could
10. a) can't
11. c) might
12. a) could
13. b) may
14. d) could
15. b) must
16. b) might
17. c) could
18. c) may
19. d) can't
20. d) could
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Explanations
1. “could” (a)

'Could be' expresses a possibility — it's one of several possible places the cat might be. 'Must be' would show
near-certainty.

2. “could” (c)
'Could be true' means it is possible, though the speaker has doubts. 'Must be true' would mean the speaker is
almost certain.

3. “might” (a)
Both 'might' and 'could' work for possibility here. 'Might' is used when guessing based on evidence. 'Will' would
be too certain.

4. “could” (d)
'Could be poisonous' warns about a dangerous possibility. The speaker is not sure, but wants to be cautious.

5. “can't” (c)
'Can't' here means he is not able to read — it's about ability, not possibility. A three-year-old does not have the
ability to read.

6. “could” (b)
'Could be' expresses one possible explanation for why the light is off. There may be other explanations too.

7. “could” (b)
'Could be' expresses a possibility — the speaker is guessing who is at the door. 'I'm not sure' confirms it is an
uncertain guess, not a strong deduction.

8. “might” (a)
'Might not' expresses a negative possibility about the future. The speaker thinks it is possible they won't get the
job.

9. “could” (d)
'Could be dangerous' warns about a possibility. 'Some roads may have ice' shows uncertainty — not all roads
are icy, so the danger is possible but not certain.

10. “can't” (a)
'Can't be' means it is impossible — the colour doesn't match, so we are certain it is not John's car. 'Might not' or
'may not' would only mean we are unsure, but the evidence is conclusive.

11. “might” (c)
'Might' shows both destinations are possible and no decision has been made yet.

12. “could” (a)
'Could belong' suggests one possible owner. The speaker is guessing — there could be other possibilities.

13. “may” (b)
'May be late' expresses a possibility. 'Some traffic' and 'hopefully not' both confirm this is uncertain — the
speaker thinks it is possible but not certain.

14. “could” (d)
'Could be the right answer' shows the speaker thinks it is possible but has some doubt.
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15. “must” (b)
'Must be' expresses a strong logical conclusion — with such long hours, it is almost certain she is exhausted.
'Might' or 'could' would show less certainty.

16. “might” (b)
'Might not be' expresses a possibility that the exam is not hard. The speaker is being optimistic but uncertain.

17. “could” (c)
'Could have a double l' means it is possible. The speaker is uncertain about the spelling.

18. “may” (c)
'May rain' expresses a weather possibility. 'Just in case' confirms it is uncertain — the speaker thinks rain is
possible but not definite.

19. “can't” (d)
'Can't be from a different country' means it is impossible — the evidence (perfect French, confirmed French)
rules out other countries.

20. “could” (d)
'Could be fully booked' expresses a possibility that the speaker wants to verify. 'Shall I call to check?' shows the
speaker is uncertain.
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