
Causatives:
Causative Verbs: Make, Let, Have & Get

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  The teacher made the students ___ the essay again.
a) to rewrite b) rewriting
c) rewrite d) rewrote

2.  My parents don't let me ___ out late on school nights.
a) stay b) to stay
c) staying d) stayed

3.  I got my brother ___ me move the furniture.
a) help b) helped
c) helping d) to help

4.  The boss had his secretary ___ the meeting.
a) to arrange b) arrange
c) arranged d) arranging

5.  The cold weather made us ___ inside all day.
a) stay b) to stay
c) staying d) stayed

6.  She couldn't get her children ___ their vegetables.
a) eat b) ate
c) eating d) to eat

7.  The manager let the employees ___ early on Friday.
a) to leave b) leave
c) leaving d) left

8.  The sad movie made everyone ___.
a) to cry b) cried
c) cry d) crying

9.  I'll have the plumber ___ at the leaking pipe tomorrow.
a) look b) to look
c) looked d) looking

10.  The students were made ___ the classroom after school.
a) clean b) cleaned
c) cleaning d) to clean

11.  Can you get Tom ___ the presentation by tomorrow?
a) finish b) to finish
c) finished d) finishing
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12.  My mum never lets me ___ sweets before dinner.
a) to eat b) eating
c) eat d) ate

13.  He was made ___ an apology in front of the whole class.
a) give b) gave
c) giving d) to give

14.  The funny joke made all of us ___ out loud.
a) laugh b) to laugh
c) laughed d) laughing

15.  She had her assistant ___ copies of the report.
a) to make b) make
c) made d) making

16.  I can't get my dog ___ when I call him.
a) come b) came
c) to come d) coming

17.  The security guard didn't let anyone ___ the building after 10 pm.
a) enter b) to enter
c) entering d) entered

18.  We were made ___ in line for two hours at the embassy.
a) wait b) waited
c) waiting d) to wait

19.  How did you get your cat ___ taking medicine?
a) start b) to start
c) started d) starting

20.  The doctor had the nurse ___ the patient's blood pressure.
a) to check b) checked
c) check d) checking
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Answers
1. c) rewrite
2. a) stay
3. d) to help
4. b) arrange
5. a) stay
6. d) to eat
7. b) leave
8. c) cry
9. a) look
10. d) to clean
11. b) to finish
12. c) eat
13. d) to give
14. a) laugh
15. b) make
16. c) to come
17. a) enter
18. d) to wait
19. b) to start
20. c) check

3 © Interactive version available at https://english-grammar.app
May be freely copied for personal or classroom use.

https://english-grammar.app/


Explanations
1. “rewrite” (c)

'Make + person + bare infinitive' (without 'to'). The teacher forced the students to rewrite the essay. After 'make'
in active sentences, we always use the bare infinitive.

2. “stay” (a)
'Let + person + bare infinitive' (without 'to'). 'Let me stay out' = allow me to stay out. After 'let', we always use the
bare infinitive.

3. “to help” (d)
'Get + person + to-infinitive' (with 'to'). This is different from make/let/have, which use bare infinitives. 'I got my
brother to help' = I persuaded him to help.

4. “arrange” (b)
'Have + person + bare infinitive' means to ask or instruct someone to do something. 'Had his secretary arrange
the meeting' = he instructed her to arrange it. After 'have + person', use the bare infinitive.

5. “stay” (a)
'Make + person + bare infinitive'. Here 'the cold weather' is the cause. 'Made us stay inside' = the weather forced
us to stay inside. No 'to' after 'make' in active voice.

6. “to eat” (d)
'Get + person + to-infinitive'. 'Get someone to do something' means persuade or convince them. 'Couldn't get her
children to eat' = she couldn't persuade them. Note: 'get' always takes 'to + infinitive' when followed by a person.

7. “leave” (b)
'Let + person + bare infinitive'. 'Let the employees leave' = allowed them to leave. After 'let', never use 'to'.

8. “cry” (c)
'Make + person + bare infinitive'. 'Made everyone cry' = caused everyone to cry. 'Make' expresses causing an
emotion or action, and takes a bare infinitive in active sentences.

9. “look” (a)
'Have + person + bare infinitive'. 'Have the plumber look at it' = arrange for the plumber to examine it. After 'have
+ person', use the bare infinitive.

10. “to clean” (d)
Passive of 'make': 'be made + TO + infinitive'. In passive voice, 'make' changes from bare infinitive to to-infinitive.
Active: 'The teacher made them clean' → Passive: 'They were made TO clean'. This is a key grammar rule!

11. “to finish” (b)
'Get + person + to-infinitive'. 'Get Tom to finish' = persuade Tom to complete it. Remember: 'get + person' always
requires 'to + infinitive'.

12. “eat” (c)
'Let + person + bare infinitive'. 'Lets me eat' = allows me to eat. After 'let', we never use 'to' or '-ing'.

13. “to give” (d)
Passive of 'make': 'was made + TO + infinitive'. Active: 'The teacher made him give an apology' → Passive: 'He
was made TO give an apology'. In passive voice, we must add 'to'.
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14. “laugh” (a)
'Make + person + bare infinitive' in active voice. 'Made us laugh' = caused us to laugh. 'Make' always takes a
bare infinitive in active sentences.

15. “make” (b)
'Have + person + bare infinitive'. 'Had her assistant make copies' = she instructed her assistant to make copies.
After 'have + person', use the bare infinitive (no 'to').

16. “to come” (c)
'Get + person/animal + to-infinitive'. 'Can't get my dog to come' = can't make the dog come when called. 'Get'
requires 'to + infinitive' when followed by a person or animal.

17. “enter” (a)
'Let + person + bare infinitive'. Even in negative form, 'let' takes the bare infinitive. 'Didn't let anyone enter' =
didn't allow anyone to enter.

18. “to wait” (d)
Passive of 'make': 'were made + TO + infinitive'. Active: 'They made us wait' (bare infinitive) → Passive: 'We
were made TO wait' (to-infinitive). Always add 'to' in the passive form of 'make'.

19. “to start” (b)
'Get + person/animal + to-infinitive'. 'Get your cat to start' = persuade or manage to make the cat begin. 'Get'
requires 'to + infinitive' when followed by a living being.

20. “check” (c)
'Have + person + bare infinitive'. 'Had the nurse check' = instructed the nurse to check. After 'have + person', we
use the bare infinitive (no 'to').
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