Prepositional Phrases:
Fixed Prepositional Phrases

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1. Please book the tickets _ advance so we don't miss out.

a)on b) at

c)in d) by
2. | took your umbrella ____ mistake. Sorry about that!

a)in b) by

c) on d) with

3. He didn't break the vase ___ purpose — it was an accident.
a) by b) in
c) on d) for

4. I'm___ ahurry. Can we talk later?
a)on b) in
c) at d) with

5. The printeris ___ of order again. We need to call a technician.

a) out b) off
c) away d) up
6. Iraninto my old teacher ___ chance at the supermarket.
a)on b) in
c) at d) by
7. She signed the contract ___ behalf of the company.
a)on b) in
c) by d) for
8. The train arrived exactly ___time — not a minute early or late.
a)in b) at
c) by d) on
9. The two sisters have alot ___ common.
a)in b) of
c) on d) at

10. We succeeded ____ spite of the terrible weather.
a)on b) by
c)in d) with

11. The building caught fire, but fortunately nobody was ____ danger.

a) at b) in
c) on d) under
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12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Many animals are ____risk of extinction due to habitat loss.
a) at b) in
c) on d) under
The sofa was delivered ____ means of a large crane through the window.
a)in b) on
¢) with d) by
I need to speak to you ____ private. Can we go to my office?
a)on b) in
c) at d) by
____the whole, the restaurant was quite good, despite the slow service.
a) In b) By
¢) On d) At
Smartphones have replaced cameras ___ a large extent.
a)in b) by
c) at d) to
Who is ___ charge of the office while the manager is away?
a)in b) on
c) at d) by
The company's reputation is ____ stake after the data breach.
a)on b) in
c) at d) under
The new policy has been put ___ practice successfully in three schools.
a)in b) into
c) on d) to
The project has been ____ hold due to budget cuts.
a)in b) at
c) by d) on
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Explanations

1. “in” (c)
'In advance' means beforehand, before something happens: book in advance, pay in advance, plan in advance.
2- “by” (b)
'By mistake' means accidentally, without intending to: deleted by mistake, sent by mistake. The opposite is 'on
purpose'.

3. “on” (¢)
'On purpose' means intentionally, deliberately: did it on purpose, said it on purpose. The opposite is 'by mistake'
or 'by accident'.

4. “in” (b)
'In a hurry' means rushing, having very little time: always in a hurry, left in a hurry.

5. “out” (a)
'Out of order' means not working, broken: the lift is out of order, the machine is out of order.

6. “by” (d)
'By chance' means accidentally, without planning: met by chance, discovered by chance. Similar to 'by accident'.

7. “on” (a)
'On behalf of' means representing or acting for someone else: spoke on behalf of the team, accepted the award
on behalf of the director.

8. “on” (d)
'On time' means punctually, at the scheduled time: arrived on time, delivered on time. Note: 'in time' means
before a deadline (arrived in time for the meeting), but 'exactly on time' specifically means at the precise
scheduled moment.

9. “in” (a)
'In common' means shared by two or more people: have a lot in common, have nothing in common, have
something in common.

10. “in” (c)
'In spite of' means despite, regardless of: in spite of the difficulties, in spite of his age. It is followed by a noun or
gerund.

11. “in” (b)
'In danger' means at risk of harm: in danger of extinction, in danger of losing their jobs. The opposite is 'out of
danger".

12. “at” (a)
'At risk' means exposed to danger: at risk of heart disease, at risk of flooding. We say 'at risk of' + noun/gerund.
13. “by” (d)

'By means of' is a formal expression meaning 'using' or 'with the help of': communicated by means of sign
language, transported by means of a helicopter.

14. “in” (b)

'In private' means away from other people, confidentially: discuss in private, talk in private. The opposite is 'in
public'.

© Interactive version available at https://english-grammar.app
May be freely copied for personal or classroom use.


https://english-grammar.app/

15. “On” (c)
'On the whole' means generally, considering everything: on the whole, I'm satisfied. Similar to 'overall' or 'all in
all'.

16. “to” (d)
"To a large extent' means mostly, to a great degree: to a certain extent, to some extent, to a large extent. Always
'to', not 'in' or 'at'.

17. “in” (a)
'In charge of' means responsible for, having control of: in charge of the department, in charge of organising the
event.

18. “at” (c)
'At stake' means at risk, in danger of being lost: jobs are at stake, millions of pounds are at stake, the future of
the company is at stake.

19. “into” (b)
'Put into practice' means to implement or apply: put a plan into practice, put theory into practice, put ideas into
practice.

20. “on” (d)
'On hold' means temporarily delayed or paused: put on hold, the plans are on hold, the deal is on hold. We also
say 'put someone on hold' when making them wait on the phone.
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