Prepositions of Place:
At, In, On: Tricky Place Distinctions

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  We watched a great film ____ the cinema yesterday.
a)on b) at
c) for d) to

2. lalwaysread ___ bed before | fall asleep.

a) at b) on

c) by d) in
3. There were fifty passengers ___ the bus.

a) by b) on

c) at d) for

4. She left her phone ___ the taxi.

a)in b) on

c) at d) by
5.  The children are ____ school right now.

a)on b) by

c) at d) to

6. Thereisalamp ___ the corner of the room.
a)on b) at
c)in d) to

7. Theyare ___ holiday in Spain this week.
a)in b) at
c) for d) on

8. IsTom __ home? | need to talk to him.
a) at b) in
c) on d) to

9. Thereis anewsstand ___ the corner of the street.
a)in b) on
c)to d) for

10. Wesat  the back of the car and talked.

a)on b) at
c) by d) in
11. Thereis a new wing ____ the hospital. It was built last year.
a)in b) on
c) by d) to
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12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The taxi rank is ____ the corner. Turn left and you'll see it.

a)in
c) at

| saw your photo ___ the newspaper today.
a) at
c) on

She is ___the train. She'll arrive at 3 p.m.
a) by
c) at

The children built a sandcastle _ the beach.

a) by
c) on

He is studying ____ university.
a) by
c) to

I'll pick you up. Wait for me ___ the entrance.

There was a spider ____the ceiling when | woke up.

a)in
c) above

We met ____ a party last weekend.
a) at
c) by

Write your name ____ the top of the page.
a)on
c) at
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b) on
d) around

b) on
d) for

b) for
d) to
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Answers
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Explanations

1. “at” (b)
Use 'at the cinema' when talking about the activity of going to see a film. 'At' focuses on the venue and the event
rather than the physical building.

2. “in” (d)
'In bed' is a fixed expression meaning lying in bed. We say 'in bed', not 'on bed' or 'at bed'".
3. “on” (b)
Use 'on' for large public transport you can walk around in: on the bus, on the train, on the plane, on the ship.
4. “in” (a)
Use 'in' for small vehicles where you sit enclosed: in the car, in the taxi, in the helicopter.
5. “at” (c)
'At school' is a fixed expression meaning attending school as a student. It focuses on the activity, not the
building.
6. “in” (c)
Use 'in the corner' for the inside corner of a room or enclosed space: in the corner of the room, in the corner of
the garden.

7. “on” (d)
'On holiday' is a fixed expression. We also say 'on vacation' (AmE), 'on a trip', 'on business'.

8. “at” (a)
'At home' is a fixed expression meaning present in one's house. We say 'at home', not 'in home'.
9. “on” (b)

Use 'on the corner' when something occupies the corner point of a street or building, especially a shop or
structure: on the corner of the street.

10. “in” (d)
Use 'in the back/front of the car' for positions inside a vehicle: in the back of the car, in the front seat.

11. “in” (a)
Use 'in' when talking about something physically inside or part of a building: in the hospital, in the school, in the
hotel.

12. “around” (d)
'Around the corner' means just past the corner, on the other side. It's different from 'on the corner' (at the corner
point) or 'at the corner' (near the junction).

13. “in” (b)
Use 'in' for content that appears within printed media: in the newspaper, in a book, in a magazine. Use 'on' for a
page or screen surface.

14. “on” (b)
Use 'on' for large public transport: on the train, on the bus, on the plane. These are vehicles you can stand up
and walk around in.
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15. “on” (c¢)
Use 'on the beach' because a beach is an open surface area. The children are physically on the sand building
the sandcastle.

16. “at” (d)
'At university' is a fixed expression meaning enrolled as a student. Similar to 'at school' and 'at college'.

17. “at” (d)
Use 'at' for specific points where people meet or wait: at the entrance, at the gate, at the reception. 'At' marks the
exact spot.

18. “on” (d)
Use 'on' when something is attached to or touching a surface, even a ceiling: on the ceiling, on the wall, on the
floor.

19. “at” (a)
Use 'at' for social events and gatherings: at a party, at a wedding, at a conference, at a concert.

20. “at” (c)
Use 'at the top/bottom' of something to describe a position at the highest or lowest point: at the top of the page,
at the bottom of the hill.
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