
Reported Statements:
Time, Place & Demonstrative Shifts

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  "I have an exam today." → She said she had an exam ___.
a) the day b) today
c) that day d) this day

2.  "I am feeling very tired today." → He said he was feeling very tired ___.
a) the day b) that day
c) today d) this day

3.  "I saw your brother yesterday." → She said she had seen my brother ___.
a) the last day b) yesterday
c) the day before d) a day earlier than now

4.  "We arrived yesterday." → They said they had arrived ___.
a) yesterday b) the previous day
c) the last day d) one day past

5.  "I will call you tomorrow." → He said he would call me ___.
a) the day after b) tomorrow
c) next day d) the next day

6.  "The package will arrive tomorrow." → She said the package would arrive ___.
a) the day after b) next day
c) tomorrow d) the following day

7.  "I am busy now." → He said he was busy ___.
a) then b) presently
c) right now d) now

8.  "We are leaving now." → They said they were leaving ___.
a) at that time b) at the moment
c) that time d) now

9.  "The weather is lovely here." → She said the weather was lovely ___.
a) there b) here
c) at that place d) in here

10.  "I have lived here for ten years." → He said he had lived ___ for ten years.
a) over here b) here
c) in this place d) there

11.  "I bought this car last month." → He said he had bought ___ car the month before.
a) his b) that
c) this d) a
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12.  "I made these cookies myself." → She said she had made ___ cookies herself.
a) those b) much
c) these d) her

13.  "I moved here two years ago." → He said he had moved there two years ___.
a) before earlier b) ago
c) before d) past

14.  "She left about an hour ago." → He said she had left about an hour ___.
a) past b) earlier
c) ago d) before ago

15.  "I started my new job last week." → She said she had started her new job ___.
a) before week b) the past week
c) last week d) the week before

16.  "We visited Paris last month." → They said they had visited Paris ___.
a) last month b) the previous month
c) the last month d) the past month

17.  "I will start my diet next week." → She said she would start her diet ___.
a) the following week b) the week later
c) the past week d) next week

18.  "The shop will open next month." → He said the shop would open ___.
a) the month later b) the past month
c) the following month d) next month

19.  "I am cooking dinner tonight." → She said she was cooking dinner ___.
a) tonight b) this night
c) that night d) the night

20.  "We will watch a movie tonight." → They said they would watch a movie ___.
a) that night b) the night
c) tonight d) this night
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Answers
1. c) that day
2. b) that day
3. c) the day before
4. b) the previous day
5. d) the next day
6. d) the following day
7. a) then
8. a) at that time
9. a) there
10. d) there
11. b) that
12. a) those
13. c) before
14. b) earlier
15. d) the week before
16. b) the previous month
17. a) the following week
18. c) the following month
19. c) that night
20. a) that night
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Explanations
1. “that day” (c)

In reported speech, 'today' shifts to 'that day'. The present simple 'have' becomes past simple 'had', and 'I'
changes to 'she'.

2. “that day” (b)
In reported speech, 'today' becomes 'that day'. The present continuous 'am feeling' shifts to past continuous 'was
feeling', and 'I' changes to 'he'.

3. “the day before” (c)
In reported speech, 'yesterday' changes to 'the day before' (or 'the previous day'). The past simple 'saw' shifts to
past perfect 'had seen', and 'your' changes to 'my'.

4. “the previous day” (b)
In reported speech, 'yesterday' becomes 'the previous day' (or 'the day before'). The past simple 'arrived' shifts to
past perfect 'had arrived', and 'we' changes to 'they'.

5. “the next day” (d)
In reported speech, 'tomorrow' changes to 'the next day' (or 'the following day'). The modal 'will' shifts to 'would',
and pronouns change from 'I/you' to 'he/me'.

6. “the following day” (d)
In reported speech, 'tomorrow' becomes 'the following day' (or 'the next day'). The modal 'will' shifts to 'would'.

7. “then” (a)
In reported speech, 'now' changes to 'then' (or 'at that time'). The present simple 'am' shifts to past simple 'was',
and 'I' becomes 'he'.

8. “at that time” (a)
In reported speech, 'now' becomes 'at that time' (or 'then'). The present continuous 'are leaving' shifts to past
continuous 'were leaving', and 'we' changes to 'they'.

9. “there” (a)
In reported speech, 'here' changes to 'there' because the speaker is no longer in the same location. The present
simple 'is' shifts to past simple 'was'.

10. “there” (d)
In reported speech, 'here' becomes 'there'. The present perfect 'have lived' shifts to past perfect 'had lived', and
'I' changes to 'he'.

11. “that” (b)
In reported speech, the demonstrative 'this' changes to 'that'. The past simple 'bought' shifts to past perfect 'had
bought', and 'I' becomes 'he'.

12. “those” (a)
In reported speech, the demonstrative 'these' changes to 'those'. The past simple 'made' shifts to past perfect
'had made', and 'I/myself' change to 'she/herself'.

13. “before” (c)
In reported speech, 'ago' changes to 'before' (or 'earlier'). The past simple 'moved' shifts to past perfect 'had
moved', and 'here' becomes 'there'.
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14. “earlier” (b)
In reported speech, 'ago' becomes 'earlier' (or 'before'). The past simple 'left' shifts to past perfect 'had left'.

15. “the week before” (d)
In reported speech, 'last week' changes to 'the week before' (or 'the previous week'). The past simple 'started'
shifts to past perfect 'had started', and 'my' becomes 'her'.

16. “the previous month” (b)
In reported speech, 'last month' becomes 'the previous month' (or 'the month before'). The past simple 'visited'
shifts to past perfect 'had visited', and 'we' changes to 'they'.

17. “the following week” (a)
In reported speech, 'next week' changes to 'the following week'. The modal 'will' shifts to 'would', and 'my'
becomes 'her'.

18. “the following month” (c)
In reported speech, 'next month' becomes 'the following month'. The modal 'will' shifts to 'would'.

19. “that night” (c)
In reported speech, 'tonight' changes to 'that night'. The present continuous 'am cooking' shifts to past
continuous 'was cooking', and 'I' becomes 'she'.

20. “that night” (a)
In reported speech, 'tonight' becomes 'that night'. The modal 'will' shifts to 'would', and 'we' changes to 'they'.

5 © Interactive version available at https://english-grammar.app
May be freely copied for personal or classroom use.

https://english-grammar.app/

