
Reporting Verbs:
Comprehensive Mixed Practice

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  "I'm sorry I broke your vase." → She ___ breaking my vase.
a) admitted to b) apologized for
c) denied d) confessed

2.  "No, I won't help you move house." → He ___ to help me move house.
a) refused b) denied
c) rejected d) objected

3.  "I really think you should see a dentist." → She ___ seeing a dentist.
a) suggested b) insisted on
c) agreed to d) recommended

4.  The notice on the door ___ 'Please ring the bell'.
a) tells b) speaks
c) talks d) says

5.  "I'll pay for dinner — I promise." → He ___ to pay for dinner.
a) promised b) offered
c) agreed d) threatened

6.  "No, I did not cheat on the test." → She ___ cheating on the test.
a) refused b) objected to
c) rejected d) denied

7.  My grandmother used to ___ us stories before bed every night.
a) tell b) say
c) speak d) talk

8.  "If you don't pay, I'll take you to court." → He ___ to take me to court.
a) promised b) threatened
c) offered d) agreed

9.  She ___ fluent Spanish and some basic Portuguese.
a) speaks b) says
c) tells d) talks

10.  "Let's go to the beach this weekend." → He ___ going to the beach that weekend.
a) suggested b) recommended
c) insisted on d) agreed to

11.  "I'll carry those bags for you." → She ___ to carry the bags for me.
a) promised b) agreed
c) threatened d) offered
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12.  The neighbours were ___ so loudly that I couldn't sleep.
a) saying b) telling
c) talking d) speaking

13.  "Yes, you're right — I took the money." → He ___ taking the money.
a) denied b) confessed to
c) admitted d) apologized for

14.  She ___ that the delay was caused by technical problems.
a) told b) said
c) explained d) spoke

15.  "I must see the original documents." → The officer insisted ___ seeing the original documents.
a) for b) to
c) on d) about

16.  "The Earth is flat." → He ___ that the Earth was flat.
a) explained b) admitted
c) claimed d) promised

17.  Could you ___ me where the nearest pharmacy is?
a) say b) tell
c) speak d) talk

18.  "OK, I'll work this Saturday — but just this once." → She ___ to work that Saturday.
a) offered b) agreed
c) promised d) decided

19.  "This hotel is terrible — the room is dirty and the food is awful!" → She ___ about the hotel, saying it
was dirty and the food was awful.

a) explained b) complained
c) mentioned d) claimed

20.  Strictly ___, you should have applied for a visa before entering the country.
a) saying b) telling
c) talking d) speaking
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Answers
1. b) apologized for
2. a) refused
3. d) recommended
4. d) says
5. a) promised
6. d) denied
7. a) tell
8. b) threatened
9. a) speaks
10. a) suggested
11. d) offered
12. c) talking
13. c) admitted
14. c) explained
15. c) on
16. c) claimed
17. b) tell
18. b) agreed
19. b) complained
20. d) speaking
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Explanations
1. “apologized for” (b)

When someone says sorry for something they did, the best reporting verb is 'apologize for + -ing'. 'Admitted' and
'confessed' focus on guilt, not on saying sorry.

2. “refused” (a)
'Refuse to do something' means to say no to a request. 'Deny' means to say something is not true. 'Reject' does
not take 'to + infinitive' in this way.

3. “recommended” (d)
Both 'suggest' and 'recommend' take '-ing', but 'recommend' is the better answer here. The phrase 'I really think
you should' expresses strong personal advice based on conviction, which matches 'recommend'. 'Suggest' is
more neutral and tentative ('Why don't you...?', 'How about...?').

4. “says” (d)
'Say' is used for written words on signs, notices, and documents: 'The notice says...' We don't use 'tell', 'speak',
or 'talk' for written messages.

5. “promised” (a)
'Promise to do something' means to give your word. 'Offer' means to volunteer willingly. Here, the speaker
explicitly says 'I promise', so 'promised' is the best choice.

6. “denied” (d)
'Deny + -ing' means to say that something is not true. 'She denied cheating' means she said she did not cheat.
'Refuse' means to say no to a request — different meaning.

7. “tell” (a)
'Tell a story' is a fixed expression. 'Tell + person + something' is the correct pattern: told us stories. 'Say us
stories' is grammatically incorrect.

8. “threatened” (b)
'Threaten to do something' means to warn that you will do something harmful. The speaker is making a negative
warning, so 'threatened' is correct. 'Promise' implies a positive commitment.

9. “speaks” (a)
'Speak' is the only correct verb when talking about language ability: speak Spanish, speak Portuguese. None of
the other verbs can be used with languages.

10. “suggested” (a)
'Suggest + -ing' is used when someone proposes an idea for a group activity. 'Let's...' is a suggestion, so
'suggested going' is the natural match.

11. “offered” (d)
'Offer to do something' means to volunteer help without being asked. The speaker is kindly volunteering, which is
an offer — not a promise or agreement.

12. “talking” (c)
'Talk loudly' describes the ongoing activity of conversation with emphasis on noise level. 'Talk' is the natural
choice for describing the manner of conversation.
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13. “admitted” (c)
'Admit + -ing' means to accept that something is true, often reluctantly. 'Confess to + -ing' is also close in
meaning but typically implies a more serious wrongdoing. Here 'admitted' fits the straightforward
acknowledgement.

14. “explained” (c)
'Explain that...' is used when giving reasons or making something clear. 'Said that' and 'told someone that' are
more neutral. Here, the focus is on providing a reason, so 'explained' is best.

15. “on” (c)
'Insist on + -ing' is the correct pattern. The officer firmly demanded to see the documents. 'Insist' can also take a
'that' clause: 'insisted that he see the documents'.

16. “claimed” (c)
'Claim that...' is used when someone states something that may be doubtful or controversial. The statement
about the Earth being flat is clearly a debatable claim.

17. “tell” (b)
'Tell + person + wh-clause' is the correct pattern for requesting information: 'tell me where/how/what'. 'Say me' is
incorrect. 'Speak' and 'talk' don't fit this pattern.

18. “agreed” (b)
'Agree to do something' means to say yes to something that was asked or proposed. The speaker is accepting a
request with a condition, which is an agreement.

19. “complained” (b)
'Complain about something' is used when someone expresses dissatisfaction. The speaker is clearly unhappy
and criticizing, which is a complaint.

20. “speaking” (d)
'Strictly speaking' is a fixed phrase meaning 'if we follow the rules exactly'. Like 'generally speaking' and 'broadly
speaking', it always uses 'speaking'.
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