
Past Perfect:
Time Expressions

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  ___ I arrived, they had already left.
a) Since b) During
c) Until d) By the time

2.  She had finished cooking ___ the guests arrived.
a) during b) since
c) after d) before

3.  ___ he had read the instructions, he started the machine.
a) Before b) Since
c) After d) Until

4.  I had ___ seen that film three times, so I didn't want to watch it again.
a) still b) yet
c) just d) already

5.  The train had ___ left when we reached the platform.
a) yet b) just
c) ever d) still

6.  I had ___ tried sushi before my trip to Japan.
a) never b) yet
c) ever d) already

7.  He didn't know the answer because he hadn't studied ___.
a) just b) ever
c) already d) yet

8.  ___ she heard the news, she burst into tears.
a) During b) Until
c) By the time d) As soon as

9.  We waited ___ the rain had stopped.
a) until b) by the time
c) as soon as d) since

10.  ___ the match started, the stadium had filled up completely.
a) After b) During
c) Before d) Since

11.  Had you ___ been to London before that trip?
a) never b) just
c) ever d) already
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12.  ___ the time the police arrived, the thieves had escaped.
a) By b) On
c) At d) In

13.  She had known him for years ___ they got married.
a) until b) before
c) after d) since

14.  ___ I had finished the report, I sent it to my boss.
a) Until b) Before
c) Since d) After

15.  The children had ___ eaten dinner an hour ago, so they weren't hungry.
a) just b) already
c) yet d) ever

16.  I didn't leave ___ I had checked everything twice.
a) by the time b) as soon as
c) before d) until

17.  He had ___ begun to speak — only seconds earlier — when the phone rang.
a) never b) ever
c) already d) just

18.  ___ he had locked all the doors, he went to bed.
a) Since b) Until
c) After d) Before

19.  ___ the time I woke up, my parents had already left for work.
a) On b) In
c) At d) By

20.  She had lived in Paris for five years ___ she moved to London.
a) before b) during
c) after d) since
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Answers
1. d) By the time
2. d) before
3. c) After
4. d) already
5. b) just
6. a) never
7. d) yet
8. d) As soon as
9. a) until
10. c) Before
11. c) ever
12. a) By
13. b) before
14. d) After
15. b) already
16. d) until
17. d) just
18. c) After
19. d) By
20. a) before
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Explanations
1. “By the time” (d)

'By the time' + Past Simple, Past Perfect. This structure shows one action was complete before another.

2. “before” (d)
'Before' signals the cooking was complete first, then guests arrived. Past Perfect + before + Past Simple.

3. “After” (c)
'After' + Past Perfect shows the reading happened first, then he started. After + Past Perfect, Past Simple.

4. “already” (d)
'Already' emphasises accumulated experience — seeing it three times means the experience was well
established, not recent. 'Just' would mean moments ago, which doesn't fit 'three times'. Position: had + already +
past participle.

5. “just” (b)
'Just' shows something happened a very short time before. The train left moments before we arrived.

6. “never” (a)
'Never' in Past Perfect shows no experience up to that past point. Had never + past participle.

7. “yet” (d)
'Yet' in negative Past Perfect means 'until that time'. He hadn't studied up to that point.

8. “As soon as” (d)
'As soon as' shows immediate sequence — the moment she heard, she cried. 'During' doesn't work because it
requires a noun, not a clause. 'Until' and 'By the time' don't fit the meaning.

9. “until” (a)
'Until' shows waiting up to the point when the rain stopped.

10. “Before” (c)
The stadium filled (Past Perfect) before the match started (Past Simple).

11. “ever” (c)
'Ever' in questions asks about any experience up to a past point.

12. “By” (a)
'By the time' = at or before the moment when. The escape happened before police arrival.

13. “before” (b)
Years of knowing each other (Past Perfect) preceded the marriage (Past Simple).

14. “After” (d)
After + Past Perfect, Past Simple. Finishing came first, then sending.

15. “already” (b)
'Already' shows the eating was well established — 'an hour ago' rules out 'just', which would mean only moments
before. The dinner was completed some time back.

16. “until” (d)
'Until' shows the condition that had to be met first. I stayed until the checking was done.
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17. “just” (d)
'Just' means a very short time before. 'Only seconds earlier' confirms the action happened moments ago, ruling
out 'already' (which implies established completion, not recency).

18. “After” (c)
The sequence: locking doors (Past Perfect) → going to bed (Past Simple).

19. “By” (d)
'By the time I woke up' sets the reference point; they had left before then.

20. “before” (a)
'Before' connects the five years in Paris (Past Perfect duration) to the later move to London. 'During' doesn't work
because it requires a noun, not a clause.
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