
Past Simple:
Verb "Be": Was & Were

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  I ___ at home yesterday.
a) was b) am
c) is d) were

2.  She ___ very tired after the long journey.
a) are b) is
c) was d) were

3.  They ___ in London last summer.
a) were b) are
c) was d) is

4.  The weather ___ beautiful last weekend.
a) is b) were
c) are d) was

5.  We ___ at the cinema on Friday night.
a) were b) are
c) is d) was

6.  My parents ___ born in the 1960s.
a) are b) were
c) was d) is

7.  It ___ very cold this morning.
a) is b) were
c) was d) are

8.  You ___ late for the meeting yesterday.
a) was b) are
c) is d) were

9.  The children ___ happy to see their grandparents.
a) is b) are
c) was d) were

10.  He ___ a famous actor in the 1990s.
a) was b) were
c) is d) are

11.  I ___ not hungry, so I didn't eat anything.
a) is b) were
c) am d) was
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12.  The shops ___ open last Sunday.
a) isn't b) wasn't
c) aren't d) weren't

13.  She ___ at work yesterday. She was ill.
a) aren't b) isn't
c) wasn't d) weren't

14.  We ___ ready for the test, so we failed.
a) weren't b) isn't
c) wasn't d) aren't

15.  The movie ___ very interesting. It was boring.
a) isn't b) wasn't
c) aren't d) weren't

16.  ___ you at the party last night?
a) Are b) Were
c) Is d) Was

17.  ___ she happy with her birthday present?
a) Are b) Were
c) Was d) Is

18.  Where ___ they last weekend?
a) was b) were
c) is d) are

19.  Why ___ he angry with you?
a) was b) were
c) is d) are

20.  How old ___ your grandmother when she got married?
a) are b) were
c) is d) was
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Answers
1. a) was
2. c) was
3. a) were
4. d) was
5. a) were
6. b) were
7. c) was
8. d) were
9. d) were
10. a) was
11. d) was
12. d) weren't
13. c) wasn't
14. a) weren't
15. b) wasn't
16. b) Were
17. c) Was
18. b) were
19. a) was
20. d) was
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Explanations
1. “was” (a)

Use 'was' with the subject 'I'.

2. “was” (c)
Use 'was' with he/she/it.

3. “were” (a)
Use 'were' with they/we/you.

4. “was” (d)
Use 'was' because 'the weather' is singular (= it).

5. “were” (a)
Use 'were' with 'we'.

6. “were” (b)
Use 'were' because 'my parents' is plural (= they). Note: 'was/were born' is a common expression.

7. “was” (c)
Use 'was' with 'it'.

8. “were” (d)
Use 'were' with 'you' (both singular and plural).

9. “were” (d)
Use 'were' because 'the children' is plural (= they).

10. “was” (a)
Use 'was' with 'he'.

11. “was” (d)
Use 'was not' (wasn't) with 'I'. The negative is formed with was/were + not.

12. “weren't” (d)
Use 'weren't' because 'the shops' is plural. 'Last Sunday' indicates past time.

13. “wasn't” (c)
Use 'wasn't' for negative sentences with she/he/it.

14. “weren't” (a)
Use 'weren't' for negative sentences with we/you/they.

15. “wasn't” (b)
Use 'wasn't' because 'the movie' is singular.

16. “Were” (b)
In questions, put was/were before the subject. Use 'Were' with 'you'.

17. “Was” (c)
Use 'Was' with she/he/it in questions.
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18. “were” (b)
Use 'were' with 'they'. In wh-questions: Wh-word + was/were + subject.

19. “was” (a)
Use 'was' with 'he' in questions.

20. “was” (d)
Use 'was' because 'your grandmother' is singular.
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