
Present Simple:
Starter: "Be" or "Do"?

Fill in the blank with the correct option.

1.  She ___ a doctor.
a) is b) does
c) do d) has

2.  They ___ football every day.
a) are b) is
c) plays d) play

3.  I ___ happy today.
a) do b) am
c) have d) like

4.  He ___ to school by bus.
a) is b) are
c) goes d) am

5.  We ___ in a big house.
a) live b) is
c) am d) lives

6.  The book ___ on the table.
a) does b) has
c) is d) reads

7.  My sister ___ English and French.
a) is b) speaks
c) are d) am

8.  You ___ very kind.
a) do b) are
c) have d) does

9.  She ___ rice for lunch.
a) is b) are
c) am d) eats

10.  The children ___ in the garden.
a) does b) plays
c) are d) has

11.  He ___ very tall.
a) is b) has
c) does d) plays

1 © Interactive version available at https://english-grammar.app
May be freely copied for personal or classroom use.

https://english-grammar.app/


12.  I ___ milk every morning.
a) am b) drink
c) is d) drinks

13.  Tom ___ from Canada.
a) does b) has
c) lives d) is

14.  My mum ___ breakfast at seven.
a) is b) are
c) makes d) am

15.  They ___ good friends.
a) are b) does
c) have d) plays

16.  She ___ books before bed.
a) is b) am
c) are d) reads

17.  The cat ___ under the bed.
a) does b) is
c) are d) has

18.  We ___ English at school.
a) are b) is
c) learns d) learn

19.  My dad ___ very funny.
a) does b) has
c) is d) plays

20.  You ___ music every day.
a) listen to b) is
c) are d) listens to
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Answers
1. a) is
2. d) play
3. b) am
4. c) goes
5. a) live
6. c) is
7. b) speaks
8. b) are
9. d) eats
10. c) are
11. a) is
12. b) drink
13. d) is
14. c) makes
15. a) are
16. d) reads
17. b) is
18. d) learn
19. c) is
20. a) listen to
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Explanations
1. “is” (a)

She IS a doctor — this describes who she is. Use 'is'.

2. “play” (d)
Football is an action. Use 'play' with they. They play football.

3. “am” (b)
Happy is a feeling, not an action. Use 'am' with I. I am happy.

4. “goes” (c)
'Goes' is an action — he travels by bus. Use 'goes' with he.

5. “live” (a)
'Live' is the action verb. We live in a big house.

6. “is” (c)
The book IS on the table — this tells us where it is. Use 'is'.

7. “speaks” (b)
'Speaks' is an action. My sister speaks English and French.

8. “are” (b)
Kind is an adjective — it describes you. Use 'are' with you.

9. “eats” (d)
'Eats' is an action. She eats rice for lunch.

10. “are” (c)
This tells us WHERE the children are — a location. Use 'are'.

11. “is” (a)
Tall describes how he looks. Use 'is' with he. He is very tall.

12. “drink” (b)
'Drink' is an action. I drink milk every morning.

13. “is” (d)
This tells us WHERE Tom is from — his origin. Use 'is'. Tom is from Canada.

14. “makes” (c)
'Makes' is an action. My mum makes breakfast at seven.

15. “are” (a)
This describes a relationship. Use 'are'. They are good friends.

16. “reads” (d)
'Reads' is an action. She reads books before bed.

17. “is” (b)
This tells us WHERE the cat is — a location. Use 'is'. The cat is under the bed.
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18. “learn” (d)
'Learn' is an action. We learn English at school.

19. “is” (c)
Funny describes my dad. Use 'is'. My dad is very funny.

20. “listen to” (a)
'Listen to' is an action. You listen to music every day.
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